


ministers break up, no apparent detistoiis 

'UWAIT (R) — Gulf interior ministers ended a two-day meeting in 
uwait on Sunday with no apparent decisions on coopertkm in internal 
ity. Qatar boycotted the meeting because of its border dispute with 
i Arabia. A statement read by the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
cere tary -General Abdullah Bishara. said: "The ministers ... affirmed the 
bed to put the concept or joint security into practice, through doser 
Dopcration between (security) agencies in the GGC states, through more 
: itensive contacts end by passing on basic information regularly." ft gave 
a practical details. The ministers said Iraq was a threat to security and 
•»jr xiiug Q. . ability in the region and they called on Baghdad to comply with all the 
i for htn resolutions which set the terms for a Gulf war ceasefire last year. 

be meeting was in preparation lor a summit meeting of the GCXT in Abu 
ved •habi next month. Meanwhile, GCC finance and economy ministers 

^'Q^M^ering in Saudi Arabia postponed a decision on Sunday on unifying 
. 4 tstoms tarrifs. a key to better trade relations with the European 
Ty ^^A^ommunitv. 
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Mubarak will visit U.S. at Clinton’s invftatkm 

CAIRO (AP) — President Hosni Mubarak said Sunday he will visit 
Washington sometime after U.S. President-elect Bill Clinton lakes over. 
"I have an invitation from Clinton to visit Washington and I plan to go 
there after he Mr. Ointon lakes over Jan. 2Q and after the swearing in”" 
Mr. Mubarak said. He made the remarks during an interview with 
Egyptian newspaper editors who are with him in Dakar. Senegal, to 
attend the third summit of the Group of 15. His remarks were carried by 
the state-run Middle East News Agency. Mr. Mubarak, a staunch ally of 
the United States, maintained dose relationship with President George 
Bush. He apparently is willing to promote a similar link with Mr. Clinton. 
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driver’s ikjjfeg to address the 

* " ai *e on Monday 

■wedish radio 

lOrthern dr.-cjjTiAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
ev ®f£i mijj^^^Hussein will Monday deliv- 
neone cfcvi rj ^.Tiddress to the Arab Nation 
ig person. graduation ceremony of a 

3uter," an u^ourse at the Royal Corn- 
ed or. radkj - and Staff College. The 
a mistake. I jL/ 5S will deal with various 
Ira illustrated S'**- pan- Arab and intema- 
Swedish issues. 

kiy e mSa a ^ Tkwn Prince offers 
” V tCs ~ indolences to 
onn m -^sani family 

>nien (p e t ra ) — His Royal 

Sit pr-sSSp^'ess Crown Prince Hassan 
'©Sdv ’-r. delegated the director of 

“'vSfon police to offer condo- 
fu,.- r--. - to Al Housani family over 

: ’-vath of Mahmoud Al Housa- 

r :n '* : ?,e deceased, who passed 
a , ' ?.V’ r '- ^rhursday at the age of 52, 
a.e. it : zerjr,: anaging editor of Al Dus- 

• ..ro?7-.. Ma Snirabic Daily. 

■oce 

«n 4to rules out 

; j -mciliation with 

1 he r JHlOient 

I work bf:> 

:tion>. <■-•£ it- ;-.;vCHI (AP) — Former 
v ftrrr...’; rt-r~ Minister Benazir Bhutto 
. "*l* o” ‘ 
n i 

1 :r-i. 
tier-, 
civ.; 
fc 
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t outlined a planned train 

- / v'liich she hopes will help 
. _^Jown the government of 
_ . ’ Minister Nawaz Sharif. 

r /grotto said she and 14 sup- 
1 . would board a train Mon- 
; ; : : ;)und for Islamabad, the 
■ : a although the government 
y[y said they were not 
” : “teed seats. "Even if we 
"• -ave reservations, the gov- 
• • it can’t stop us," she said 
/ “lews conference. "The 
"ent is on." Ms. Bhutto, 
us ordered to stay in 
: m ‘y.:z i, her hometown in south- 
■ * . ' - rrstan. for 30 days after she 
• .v ■??: “ ousaods-of supporters de- 
. . ;=r: ns and marched last week: 

- — -J protestors were injured in 
•- : rr. 5 with Daton-wielding 

and thousands of mem- 
‘ Ms. Bhutto’s left-leaning 
1 Japan. 5€J’»n People’s Party were 
. and jailed. Ms. Bhutto 

Wii.5i iltft,,, jected a reported call by 
eimnent for talks. "There 
no reconciliation," she 


?sror 

ar.-v. , 
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Palestinians likely to attend 8th round 
of peace talks without demanding delay 


By Mariam M. Shahm 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Palestinians are 
likely to attend the next round of 
peace talks at its scheduled date 
despite strong demands for a 
delay within Palestinian ranks, 
Palestinian sources in Tunis said 
Sunday. The PLO appeared to be 
moving towards endorsing a deci- 
sion to attend the next round as 
scheduled at the end of a two-day 
tug-of-war between advocates of 
a delay and opponents of the 
move who voiced their opinions 
during discussions between 
Palestinian negotiators and senior 
Palestine U&ration Organisa- 
tion (PLO) officials in Tunis. 

Strengthening interna] Palesti- 
nian consensus and pressuring 
Israel to stop its “intransigence" 
in dealing with the Palestinians 
were the main reasons behind a 
call for delaying the talks, sche- 
duled for Dec. 7. The call is 
advocated by at least five mem- 
bers of the PLO Executive Com- 
mittee. 

There had been vocal support 


for a delay from members of the 
Palestine National Council in 
Tunis, Amman, Jerusalem and 
Damascus but chief Palestinian 
negotiator said Sunday that the 
Palestinian negotiating team 
advocated a coordinated Arab 
position. 

“The three other Arab parties 
have agreed to attend the eighth 
session next month. We advocate 
firm coordination wirh the other 
Arab participants, especially with 
regard to suspending the talks," 
Haidar Abdul Shafi told the 
Associated Press in Tunis Sun- 
day. 

‘The time has come to take a 
look at what has happened and 
reassess the situation. This will 
take time and if the negotiators 
return to Washington Dec. 7, we 
will- not have any chance; we will 
only have a repeat of round 
seven," a senior Palestine Central 
Council (PCC) member said in 
Amman. 

PLO insiders say the failure of 
the talks to progress on any issue 
related to the PaJestinian-Israeli 
track and the increasing pessim- 


ism among Palestinians over the 
ineffectiveness of the talks will 
force the Palestinian leadership 
to reconsider its position sooner 
or later. 

But many members of the PCC 
fear the PLO is in danger of 
losing clout among its supporters 
if the Israeli-Palestinian talks 
continue to be deadlocked. 

Meanwhile the tug-of-war be- 
tween the “kitchen cabinet," 
which supports that talks con- 
tinue on Dec. 7 and a growing 
revisionist group within the PLO 
Executive Committee continued 
to grow. 

"Discussions are continuing to- 
day (Sunday) and may go on until 
the early hours of the morning," 
Jamil Hilal, director of the PLO 
Information Bureau in Tunis told 
the Jordan Times in a telephone 
interview. 

"The number of people calling 
for a delay of round eight of the 
peace talks is growing because of 
the lack of progress in the Israeli- 
Palestinian track." said Mr. Hil- 
al. "We believe that international 
and Arab consultations must take 


place before the talks continue 
and go nowhere." 

Referring to the Israeli propos- 
al of limited administrative au- 
thority for the Palestinian "in- 
habitants” of the occupied terri- 
tories as the “Ban rustaji" plan — 
in reference to the apartheid rale 
in South Africa — Mr. Hilal said 
the feeling in Tunis was that the 
PaJestinian-Israeli dialogue had 
reached a “tragic" deadlock. 

PLO groups opposed to the 
resumption of the talks under 
current circumstances boycotted 
the Tunis meeting. 

Opposition to the talks is grow- 
ing within Palestinian ranks and 
the PLO’s only rival group in the 
occupied territories the Islamic 
Resistance Movement (Hamas) 
snubbed the PLO leader Yasser 
Arafat last week when its lead- 
ership failed to show up for a 
planned meeting in Khartoum. 

Supporters of delaying the next 
round of talks fear that the nego- 
tiating team will be pressured into 
making more concessions if it 

(Continued on page 5) 


Algeria tells foreigners not to aid 
militants or see relations suffer 
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in bomb blasts 
Bits 40 


. _ vHATI, India (R) — Fcr- 
ole were killed, many of 
umt to death, when two 
; '^--controlled bombs ex- 
“ . almost simuluneously in 
_’ : irtheast Indian city of 
-j^'ati, police said Sunday. 
- • ' st 38 people died after a 
'.eft in a paper bag beside 
.’ti er's seat exploded as a bus 
-- ' out to leave a crowded 
■ : late Saturday afternoon, 
■. Special Branch Superin- 
■' Abani Sarmah said. Two 
were killed and six injured 
" v " bomb planted on a parked 

.„p .-scooter exploded minutes 
>3Ul Siiri^ .’rds in front of a guest 
^ 9r .g!gn^ r diere state legislators stay, 

' 1. Police are blaming the 

jenteOve gs in the capital of Assam 
,.. ; on the outlawed Bodo 
q Force. It wants to break 

-ora oii-and tea-rich Assam 
■ i -. ve ont a separate state for 
1 r." -. 'Jo tribe within the Indian 


; >r faces more 
) ~ rom ‘Iraqgate’ 
dal 

ON (R) — British Prime 
?r John Majors crisis- 
'government faces a fresh 
- Jit on Monday over an 
..-.-.►■Iraq scandal, with an 
. J' i poll showing people do 
' his ministers to tell the. 
r '-.about the affair. The 
. - ion Labour Party is look- 
,se a special parliamentary 
on the subject to hnpticate 
^<ijw in an alleged conspira- 
. cover op weapons sales 
.aed by the ruling Con- 
\ ;>e Party in breach of their 
nbargo . 
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ALGIERS (R) — Algeria, lock- 
ed in a bloody straggle with fun- 
damentalist Muslims, warned un- 
named foreign states at the 
weekend to stop supporting die 
militants or see relations suffer. 

"If it is proved these states are 
gjviqg_ direct support .these 
operations will affect relations 
between Algeria and the states 
which are proved to be plotting 
operations,” Prime Minister Be- 
laid Abdesselam said in a televi- 
sion broadcast. 

"Even if the state itself or the 
government is not directly in- 
tervening, bat if a government 
permits within its own country 
the carrying out of some activities 
hostile to our country ... this will 
affect our relations with it.” 

Mr. Abdesselam gave no 
names but diplomats and Alge- 
rian commentators saw Iran. 
Sodan, Libya and indirectly 
Pakistan as immediate targets. 

Algerian newspapers also criti- 
cise France, which ran Algeria as 
part of its own territory for 130 
years until 1962, saying that at the 
very least its attitude towards tbe 
fundamentalists was ambivalent. 
France, however, recently expel- 
led two prominent Algerian fun- 
damentalists. 

Mr. Abdesselam said security 
problems has not ended but were 
under control. He blamed ex- 


tremists finked to the “dissolved, 
so-called FIS (Islamd Salvation 
Front).” 

Before his broadcast on Satur- 
day, gunmen shot dead two 
policemen. Security forces re- 
ported kilting six militants. This 
month at least 15 members of the 
security forces and the same num- 
ber of Muslim militants have 
been killed. 

“The main countries are un- 
doubtedly Sudan, Libya, Pakis- 
tan and Ban," said one European 
diplomat on Sunday. "Pakistan 
comes into the picture with the 
so-called ‘Afghans’ but I don’t 
think there is any direct link 
because Pakistan can't afford it." 

Many Algerians, known as 
“Afghans” after training hi Pakis- 
tan to fight Soviet troops in 
Afghanistan, returned to back 
the FIS in its bid to make Algeria 
an Islamic state. 

Tbe authorities blame FIS ex- 
tremists for the deaths of about 
170 members of the security 
forces since last February. 

“Libya allows certain activities 
to happen both on the financial 
level and with weapons, though it 
is very difficult to prove,” the 
diplomat said. 

A foreign military attache com- 
mented: "There is a direct tine 
from Sudan to Algeria via Libya 
and there are Iranian-financed 


training camps for ‘terrorists’ 
near Khartoum." 

Algeria last week reduced its 
ties with Tehran to a "symbolic" 
level after recalling its ambassa- 
dor early this year and telling 
Iran's ambassador to go home. 

Iranian leaders publicly sup- 
ported tbe FIS and criticised 
Algeria’s cancellation last Janu- 
ary of a general election in which 
the then-legal FIS took a land- 
slide first-round lead. 

Last week, Algiers accused 
Tehran of “hostility and interfer- 
ence," a charge that has been 
echoed by President Hosni 
Mubarak of Egypt, which is also 
battling fundamentalism. 

Algerian foreign ministry 
sources suggested that Aglerian 
students, told by Iran they could 
complete courses there, had been 
recruited by Tehran for subver- 
sion back borne. 

El Watan newspaper said many 
Algerians bad asked the pres- 
idency to break ties with Iran, 
Sudan, Pakistan and Libya after 
an airport bomb attack in Au- 
gust. It described Sudan as Iran's 
“main staging point with the 
crime,” accused Pakistan of 
sheltering Algerian "Afghans” 
and aid Libya "reportedly fi- 
nanced Algerian fundamentalism 
until recently." 


Qadhafi thinks Lockerbie crisis over, 
hopes West will drop the case 


TRIPOLI (R) — Libyan leader 
Colonel Muammar Qadhafi 
thinks be has survived the Lock- 
erbie crisis and hopes the West 
will drop the case without forcing 
him to hand over the two Libyan 
suspects m the bombing, diplo- 
mats say. 

"The Libyan leaders are in an 
euphoric mood because they con- 
sider they have won a battle by 
resisting tbe West's demands in 
the Lockerbie crisis,” a Tripoli- 
based North African diplomat 
told Reuters. 

“They are now malting eyes at 
the West and playing die tone: 
‘Lockerbie, forget if,” he said. 

Last week, in a sign that it 
hopes to open "a new page” in its 
relations with the West, Libya 
named Western-educated Omar 
Montassar as foreign minister. 

He replaced Ibrahim Bichari, 
who Western intelligence services 
believe headed Libyan intelli- 
gence when the Pan Am flight 
was blown up over Lockerbie in 
1989 and a French UTA DC-10 
exploded over Niger in 1989. 
Some 471 people died in the two 
disasters. 

After defying U.S., British and 
U,N. demands to hand over die 
suspects for a year. Colonel 
Qadhafi makes no secret of his 
betief that tbe worst of the crisis is 
over. I 

“We passed through the crisis' 
safely," be told the General Peo- 
ple's ^Congress, Libya's version of 
a parliament, last, week, pointing 
out that outgoing U.S. President 


George Bush took no military 
action over the Lockerbie affair. 

“What is positive in tbe Bush 
era is that he acted through the 
United Nations and did not 
undertake individual action,” 
Colonel Qadhafi said. 

Diplomats say a number of 
factors in recent months including 
BUI Clinton's victory in the U.S. 
presidential election have com- 
bined to make Colonel Qadhafi 
believe the etuis has eased. 

"Bush was busy with tbe inter- 
nal problems which complicated 
the presidential elections, and in 
Britain, (Prime Minister John) 
Major has his hands tied with the 
economic crisis,” the North Afri- 
can diplomat said. 

Qadhafi hopes now that Bill 
Clinton's election will give him a 
new chance to skip over the 
Lockerbie crisis at the price of 
concessions to U.S. ofl interests 
and Western demands on terror- 
ism, but not of tbe handing over 
the two Libyan suspects,” tbe 
diplomat added. 

Colonel Qadhafi warmly wel- 
comed Mr. Clinton’s election, 
•saying “the Democrats camp is a 
natural ally of the oppressed 
countries.” 

A senior Western diplomat 
based in Tripoli said Libya was 
reassessing its long-standing 
position that it is ready in theory 
to band over the two suspects 
while attaching conditions that 
make it inapplicable. 

Last month Libya ignored a 


British proposal to meet Libyan 
officials to arrange a hand over 
through the United Nations or 
the Arab League, as suggested 
early this year by Tripoli. 

Officials simply said they were 
not aware of the offer. 

Last week the General Peo- 
ple's Congress repeated that the 
two suspects could "stand trial 
before a just and fair court to be 
agreed upon." 

But diplomatic sources in New 
York said Libya was playing for 
time before a possible new sanc- 
tions vote in the Security Council 
' and the U.N. was unlikely to take 
tbe offer seriously. 

The Security Council imposed 
an air and arms embargo on 
Libya on April 15 after it failed to 
obey Resolution 731 requesting 
the handover. 

The U.N. is expected to review 
the sanctions in mid-December, 
possibly widening the air and 
arms embargoes. 

One European diplomat in Tri- 
poli said Colonel Qadhafi’s propos- 
al last week to distribute half 
Libya’s oil revenues directly to 
the people could mean he expects 
a U.N. oil embargo and he is 
preparing to rally the population 
round hun- 

The envoy said relatives of the 
Lockerbie victims had been lob- 
bying Mr. Clinton and he was 
reported to be sympathetic to an 
oil embargo. 

If the Security Council banned 
(Continued on page S) 


2 wounded 
in police van 
ambush in 
Egypt 

ASS1UT 1 AP) — Muslim extrem- 
ists opened fire on a police van in 
southern Egypt and wounded the 
driver and a plainclothes security 
man, police said Sunday. 

A police official, who refused 
to be identified, said the attack 
happened Saturday night. He 
said the extremists ambushed the 
van as it carried police inspector 
Colonel Taha El Zahed’s from 
the town of Dairut to Assiut, 37 
miles (60 km) further south. Both 
towns have been the focus of 
Muslim militant violence in re- 
cent months. 

The source said Col. Zahed's 
driver was wounded when a bul- 
let hit his left leg and he was 
taken to a hospital in Dairut. An 
undercover policeman sitting in 
the back of the van was also 
wounded. 

Police accompanying Col. 
Zahed opened fire on the 
assailants but they escaped. 

The attack happened one day 
after extremists staged a failed 
bomb attack on a police patrol in 
Dairut. 163 miles (260 km) south 
of Cairo. No one was injured and 
the two attackers fled. 

Muslim extremists this year 
have stepped up violence against 
police and Christian copts and 
have declared tourists as their 
new target. Since January, 76 
people have been killed and more 
than 120 wounded. The" dead 
include a British tourist and two 
Britons, five Geraians and three 
Russians are among the wound- 
ed. 

On Saturday, the government 
said it thwarted a sabotage and 
assassination plot by Muslim ex- 
tremists that taigerted strategic 
installations, police officers and 
"important personalities." It said 
the details came from the confes- 
sion of a known terrorist who was 
arrested Friday. 


Yemenis 

ignore 

strike call 

SANAA (R) — Yemenis went 
about their business as normal on 
Sunday, ignoring an opposition 
call for a general strike over a 
delay in multi-party elections. 

Opposition parties, which plan 
to meet on Monday to discuss 
their next move, accused the gov- 
ernment of using threats to pre- 
vent the strike. 

Shops in the main streets in the 
capital Sanaa were open and mar- 
kets packed with shoppers. Stu- 
dents attended classes and gov- 
ernment offices and banks were 
open- 

WUnesses in the southern port 
city of Aden said the strike had 
not been observed there either. 

The people’s General Congress 
of President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
and 12 pro-government parties 
said in a joint statement on Satur- 
day that the strike call was illegiti- 
mate and was not in the interest 
of the people. 

(Continued on page 5) 



Jewish youths Sunday sit with their books in a 
narrow street in the Muslim quarter of Jerusalem 


to protest tbe stabbing of a Jewish religion student 
by a Palestinian woman (AFP photo) 


Officer shoots soldier, Palestinian; 
woman shot after stabbing Israeli 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — An Israeli officer 
accidentally shot another officer 
and a Palestinian woman in the 
occupied West Bank Sunday, the 
army and Arab reports said. 

In other violence, an Arab 
woman stabbed and injured a Jew 
in Jerusalem's Old City and was 
shot and injured herself, and an 
attempt to bomb a passenger bus 
was foiled. 

Tbe army said that tbe officer’s 
gun was accidentally discharged 
by a lieutenant while he pursued 
an Arab suspect in the Bin Beit 
Dm a refugee camp near the town 
of Nablus. 

Palestinian reporters said the 
shooting occurred when one sol- 
dier tried to stop a colleague from 
hitting a 48-year-old Palestinian 
woman after she tried to stop 
him from hitting her 19-year-old 
son. 

The gun that misfired belonged 


to the soldier who was trying to 
hit the woman the Palestinian 
reports said, and wounded the 
woman and the officer who was 
trying to protect her. 

The army identified the 
wounded officer as a captain and 
said he was in moderate condi- 
tion. Palestinian reporters said 
the woman was wounded in both 
her legs. 

• In the walled Old City of Jeru- 
salem, an 18-year-old Palestinian 
woman stabbed and lightly 
wounded a Jewish seminary stu- 
dent in the neck, Israeli police 
said. 

A second student drew his pis- 
tol and shot the woman twice in 
the leg, the police said. 

The knifing occurred near the 
site of a Nov. 16 grenade attack 
on a crowded Muslim market that 
left one Palestinian man dead and 
another eight wounded. Police 


suspect Jewish extremists were 
responsible for that attack. 

In Kiryat Shemona in northern 
Israel, a bomb was successfully 
defused by police sappers after it 
was discovered on a bus, Israeli 
Radio said. 

The bomb was placed on the 
bus sometime during the ride 
from Tel Aviv and was disco- 
vered by the driver once the 
journey was over, the radio said. 

The bomb attempt came one 
day after police foiled what they 
suspect was an attempt by three 
Palestinian men to explode a car 
bomb near Tel Aviv. 

Two boys were wounded while 
handling an explosive device they 
found in the West Bank village of 
Khirbet Nusseirya on Friday, the 
army announced Sunday. The 
blast left a 12-year-old boy with 
serious bums and a 10-year-old 
boy with moderate bums. 


Majali says agenda does not 
touch on Palestinian land 


By Jane Arraf 
Reuter 

AMMAN — Jordan has asked 
Israel to revise a controversial 
draft agreement charting future 
peace talks, the head of the 
Jordanian delegation said on Sun- 
day. 

Chief negotiator Abdul Salam 
Al Majali said the proposed new 
language would make clear that 
Jordan, in addition to seeking 
Israeli withdrawal from its own 
land, does not accept Israeli juris- 
diction over other parts of the 
occupied territories. 

"This makes clear that ... I am 
discussing my borders, the 
Jordan-Israeli border (in the 
talks), without touching on the 
Palestinian occupied territories," 
he told Reuters. 

Amman wants back two small 


snips of land in the Jordan Valley 
area occupied by Israel after the 
1967 war. 

Dr. Majali told the Jordan 
News Agency. Pefra, after re- 
turning from the latest round of 
peace talks in Washington late on 
Saturday that the new wording 
was addressed at unclear lan- 
guage . which he originally de- 
scribed as a loophole. 

"We've put in clear phrasing 
that does not allow for argu- 
ment,” he said. 

- He said Israeli negotiators 
consultation with their own gov- 
ernment had also asked for 
changes in the document which 
Jordan had rejected. He would 
not disclose the requested 
changes. 

Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) leaders had raised 
concerns with Jordanian officials 


that the language of the draft 
agenda does not explicitly call for 
Israeli withdrawal from the occu- 
pied territories including Jeru- 
salem or the right of return for 
Palestinian refugees. 

The pact, which envisages an 
eventual peace treaty between 
Israel and Jordan, is the most 
visible sign of progress in the 
otherwise stumbling Arab-Israeli 
peace talks. 

_ The agenda, hammered out in 
Washington, still has to be rati- 
fied by the two governments. 

Dr. Majali told Petra the agen- 
da includes "many points "that 
back the Palestinian side, 
whether in the transitional period 
or when a final solution to the 
Palestinian problem is reached.” 

(Continued on page 5) 


Iraq pessimistic about Aziz mission 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
said on Sunday it was not pinning 
much hope on a mission by Depu- 
ty Prime Minister Tareq Aziz to 
ask the Security Council to ease 
or lift sanctions in force since 
soon after its invasion of Kuwait 
in 1990. 

Hie newspaper of the ruling 
Baath Party Al Thawra warned 
against over optimism and said 
Mr. Aziz's mission was necessary 
to exploit the situation following 
the defeat of George Bush in the 
U.S. presidential elections. 

‘‘The vigorous diplomatic 
move initiated by Iraq ... follow- 
ing the dramatic collapse of Bush 
puts the ball in the international 
court,” the newspaper declared. 

"But we should not be driven 
by enthusiasm with regard to' (his 
sound, correct and timely move.” 
Al Thawra warned. “We do not 
attach great hopes nor are pessi- 
mistic.” 

Mr. Aziz, who is due to address 


the council on Monday, left 
Baghdad on Friday with the de- 
clared aim of crying to persuade 
members to ease economic sanc- 
tions against Baghdad. 

A similar mission in March 
failed but Mr. Aziz said in re- 
marks before leaving Baghdad 
that he hoped the removal of Mr. 
Bush and the election of Demo- 
crat Bill Clinton would lead to a 
better understanding of Iraq's 
attitude. 

Mr. Aziz will argue that it was 
time to ease the U.N. trade 
embargo, particularly oil exports, 
because Iraq has met nearly all 
rhe U.N.'s demands. 

U.N. representatives, howev- 
er, said the council would likely 
not agree to ease economic sanc- 
tions imposed after the Gulf War. 

The U.N. officials said Bagh- 
dad has continued to be evasive 
in providing information about its 
nuclear weapons programme. 
Cease-fire terms require Iraq to 


cooperate in dismantling the 
programme before sanctions can 
be lifted. 

"There’s been no movement to 
date which would give the council 
any inclination to consider lifting 
or modifying the sanctions any 
time in the near future,” said 
Andre Ergos of Hungary, who is 
chairing the Security Council this 
month. 

Ai Thawra said Mr. Aziz would 
put before the council “facts, 
figures, documents and evidence" 
that it has met its Gulf war 
ceasefire commitments. 

The ceasefire was negotiated 
after the U.S.-led allies pushed 
Iraq's troops out of Kuwait at the 
end of February last year. 

The Security Council is ex- 
pected to delay its periodic re- 
view of the trade embargo until 
after hearing from Mr. Aziz. Rolf 

(Continued on page 51 
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Middle East News 


Port’s closing threatens 


millions in Somalia 


MOGADISHU (AP) — Faced 
with a halving of food radons 
keeping a half-million Somalis 
alive, U.N. officials tried Satur- 
day to get feuding warlords to 
allow food-laden ships to offload 
their cargo in Mogadishu's port. 

U.N. officials met into the 
night Saturday with the two war- 
lords' representatives in a last- 
ditch effort to get them to open 
the port before the Red Cross is 
forced Sunday to cut the two 
daily meals it’s giving a half- 
million Somalis in Mogadishu to 
one. 

“This is the worst problem we 
have had in months. There could 
be a new crisis in this area of 
Somalia," Red Cross spokesman 
Horst Hamborg said in an inter- 
view in bis office in Mogadishu. 

The continued closure of the 
port also threatens millions of 
starving Somalis outside the 
capital. 

Three ships — carrying 22,000 
tonnes of food for Somalis and 
supplies for U.N. troops here — 
have been waiting in the harbour 
for a week as relief officials tried 
to get the warlords to open the 
port. 

The warlords' troops have fired 


missiles at ships ignoring their 
previous bans on use of the pent, 
the most important entryway for 
food to this famine- wracked na- 
tion. 

Six planes delivered 100 tonnes 
of food Saturday to an airport 
outside Mogadishu, but that was 
just a fraction of what ships can 
deliver. 

The air shipments will allow 
the Red Cross to feed the half- 
million Somalis in its 340 kitchens 
in and around Mogadishu only 
one meal a day, down from two. 
The cutback will barely prevent 
the people from starving and will 
make them more susceptible to 
disease, Mr. Hamburg said. 

Food from ships is not only 
needed in the capital, it is also 
desperately needed by Somalis in 
other towns and in the drought- 
ravaged countryside. 

Two million Somalis are in 
danger of starvation in one of the 
worst famines on record in the 
world. At least 300,000 people 
have died from famine and dan- 
based warfare m this Horn of 
Africa nation since January 1991, 
the United Nations estimates. 

The dispute' that has stranded 
the three ships — and more are 


on the way — is typical of the 
problem relief agencies are hav- 
ing getting aid to the dying. 

One warlord, Gen. Moham- 
mad Farah Aidid, controls the 
southern half of Mogadishu, and 
believes he is not getting enough 
food in that area. His rival, 
Mohammad Ali Mahdi, who con- 
trols the rest of the capital, wants 
food aid to go to his area and to 
deprive Gen. Aidid's men of 
assistance. 

Outside the capital, armed 
bandits prowl, looking for food 
convoys to attack and capture. 
The bandits sell the food, don- 
ated by other countries and des- 
tined for the starving, at inflated 
prices on the black market. 
Mogadishu's warlords have little 
control over the gunmen outside 
the capital. 

Russell L. Ulrey, logistics offic- 
er of the World Food programme 
here, said U.N. officials were 
meeting into the night Saturday 
with the warlords' representatives 
to get the port open and win 
assurances that food convoys 
within the capital would not be 
attacked. But there. was no in- 
dication of a breakthrough late 
Saturday. 


in rain and ruins, Lebanon 
celebrates its independence 


BEIRUT (AP) — Lebanon cele- 
brated the 49th anniversary of its 
independence with a rain-soaked 
military parade through the war- 
ruined capital Sunday — and until 
almost 90 per cent of its territory 
controlled by foreign armies. 

Winds howled and thunder 
boomed as a 21-gun salvo was 
fired amid shell-shattered build- 
ings to start the 80-minute parade 
at the Museum Crossing, once a 
gauntlet of death between the 
city’s Christian and mostly Mus- 
lim halves. 

During the 1975-90 civil war, 
thousands of people were (tilled 
by sniper fire and shelling in the 
no-man’s-land which divided the 
capital. 

The Independence Day 
celebration was held under tight 
security. All approaches to the 
scene were sealed off by 
Lebanese police and soldiers. 

President Elias Hrawi and par- 
liament speaker Nabih Beni 
attended the ceremony. Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri did not 
appear, but he sent a representa- 
tive to join other Lebanese offi- 
cials and Arab and Western di- 
plomats under a canopy in the 
red, white and green colours of 
the Lebanese flag. 

No reason was given for Mr. 
Hariri's absence, but he has skip- 
ped other public functions since 
taking office one month ago, 
apparently for security reasons. 

Three years ago, just minutes 
after an Independence Day re- 
ception, President Rene 
Mooawad was killed in a massive 
bomb explosion only 17 days 
after his election. 


Token units of tbe army, navy 
and air force filed past the re- 
viewing stand to the cadence of 
military music as rain splashed 
the guests. 

Hie president and the officials 
often bent to wipe their shoes and 1 
clothing. Many soldiers broke 
rank to chase their wind-blown 
berets. 


Columns of U.S.-made M-40 
tanks. Russian-designed T-55 and 
T-54 tanks, French-made M-113 
armoured personnel carriers 
equipped with anti-aircraft guns 
and jeep-mounted missile laun- 
chers rambled past the stand. 

The display of armour included 
155mm U.S.-made Howitzers, 
130mm long-range Russian-made 
field guns and track-mounted 40- 
barreled rocket-launchers, re- 
kindling memories of the worst 
shelling duels in tbe last two years 
of the dvil war. 

Bad weather grounded tire four 
aging Hawker Hunter jet fighters 
that make up Lebanon's air force, 
although their pilots had trained 
for the occasion throughout the 
week. 


of Lebanese territory. The Sy- 
rians entered Lebanon as 
peacekeepers under a 1976 Arab 
League mandate. 

Israel, Syria’s arch foe, occu- 
pies a 1,100-square-kilometre 
zone in Sooth Lebanon to protect 
its northern towns from cross- 
border guerrilla attacks. 

In a speech at the army com- 
mand Saturday, Mr. Hrawi said 
that if the ongoing Middle East 
peace talks fail to bring about an 
Israeli withdrawal, the Lebanese 
army will do battle. 


“If tbe peace process, God 
forbid, does not produce an 
Israeli withdrawal, we shall all be 
prepared to liberate our south 
with every drop of our blood,” 
Mr. Hrawi told the army officers. 
Wild applause greeted his re- 
marks. 

A force of 5,800 U.N. 
peacekeeping troops, drawn from 
10 countries, polices a South 
Lebanese zone that overlaps with 
the Israeli-held enclave. 


Lebanon, which was part of tbe 
Ottoman Empire until World 
War I, came under French man- 
date in 1920. The small 
Mediterranean country gained in- 
dependence in 1943. 

Tbe eruption of the civil war in 
April 1975 left the country in 
shambles with foreign troops pre- 
sent on nearly every inch of its 
territory. 

Neighbouring Syria, Lebanon’s 
main power broker, has 40,000 
troops deployed over 70 per cent 


In Lebanon’s eastern Bekaa 
Valley, a 3,000 member contin- 
gent of Iranian Revolutionary 
Guard irregulars and several 
Palestinian factions maintain 
bases. 

The editor of Beirut’s indepen- 
dent A! Anwar newspaper, Rafik 
Khoury, said in an editorial that 
Sunday's Independence Day 
observance was “a celebration in 
the absence of the remember- 


ance. 

“Lebanon is not independent 
today, uot even in the relative 
meaning of the word," said Mr. 
Khoury. 


Egypt cracks down on those 


threatening tourism industry 


CAIRO (AP) — President Hosin' 
Mubarak's government is getting 
tough with Muslim extremists 
whose attacks on foreign tourists 
threaten Egypt’s top money ear- 
ner — tourism. 

Meanwhile, determined tour- 
ism officials travel the globe with 
the message that Egypt is safe for 
tourists. 

Wherever tourists go, extra 
police are on duty. Patrols iol.t 
highways. There’s talk of bring- 
ing helicopter gunships into the 
fight against terrorism. 

A measure of tbe government’s 
resolve to save the S3 billion 
industry is its use of a new tactic 
in the anti terror drive: Making 
examples of accused terrorists by 
bulldozing their houses. 


But tiie security question is 
tricky. Officials realise that police 
cover must not be so obtrusive 
that it risks frightening the tour- 
ists being protected. 

“What kind of tourist wants a 
soldier until a machine gun next 
to him?” asked Samir Darwish, 
undersecretary of state for tourist 
promotion. “We want people to 
feel at home, to have a good 
time. Egyptian people are fnend- 

Hospitable." 

Extra security is particularly 
heavy in middle Egypt, where 
two terrorist attacks in three 
weeks killed a British nurse, 
Sharon Hill, and wounded two 
other British tourists, five Ger- 
mans and two Egyptian em- 
ployees. 


Security vehicles now accom- 
pany tourist buses along tbe main 
highway from Mznya. south of 
Cairo, to Luxor, a major tourist 
city. Police cars patrol tbe 400 
kilometres stretch round the 
dock, one car to every five 
kilometres. 


Mohammad AJ Bouhy, general 
manager of the Winter Palace 
Hotel in Luxor, said extra secur- 
ity isn’t needed there or in Aswan 
to the south. 


“Every man and woman in 
these cities makes a living off of 
tourism,” he said. “We won’t let 
anything happen.” 

Interior Minister Abdul Halim 
Moussa, in charge of security, 
said such local cooperation is key. 
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Italian actress Sophia Loren (right) is seen with U.N. High 
Comnalsdoner for Refugees Sadako Ogata d urin g a ceremony 
no min a tin g the actress as a goodwill ambassador (AFP photo) 


Sophia Loren in Somalia 


NAIROBI (R) — Sophia Loren, one-time street urchin turned 
glamorous fflra star, flew to Somalia Sunday on a U.N. mission to 
highlight the plight of starving children there. 

Loren, accompanied by representatives of the U.N. -High 
Commissioner for Refugees, will visit the southern town of 
Baidoa where aid workers are struggling to help thousands of 
homeless, destitute and hungry people. 

Loren is one of several Hollywood personalities recruited by 
tiie U.N . to draw attention to the need for more aid for Somalia, 
where at least one million people are threatened with death from 
starvation. 

Actress Audrey Hepburn was the last to visit Somalia, a 
country racked by bitter dan fighting since former President 
Mohammad Siad Bane was ousted in January last year. 

Loren will visit feeding centres and an orphanage in Baidoa. 
She will later cross to north-east Kenya to visit refugee centres 
along the desert border with Somalia, where thousands more 
refugees are camped in primitive conditions. 


By Alan Eisner 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — After 13 
pnwrhs of frustration, Arabs ana 
Israels have suspended serious 
a t te mp ts to make peace and are 
waiting for U.S. Presideat-Elect 
Bin Clinton to save the negotia- 
tions from disaster. 

Leaving Washington after 
another fruitless round of peace 
talks. Syria and the Palestinians 
set the- incomi ng Clinton adminis- 
tration a challenge: Find a way to 
break the logjam in the negotia- 
tions within a few weeks of taking 
office or face the eventual threat 
of the peace process collapsing. 

“Three or four months after 
the arrival of the new president to 
tbe White House, 1 think tiie 
Arab parties, if they see tiie 
rounds are continuing without 
progress ...then it would be time 
to reconsider the whole th ing ,” 
chief Syrian negotiator Mouwa- 
fek A1 ABaf told a news confer- 
ence Friday. 

Syria and tbe other Arab par- 
ties — Jordan, Lebanon and the 
Palestinians — appear ready to 
have an eighth round of negotia- 
tions with the Israelis beg inning 
on Dec. 7. Hopes of progress are 
virtually non-existent. 

Tbe o u t go ing Bush administra- 
tion pressed hard for the talks to 
taifp, place. U.S. officials were 
worried that if there were a long 
gap between rounds until after 
Mr. Clinton takes over on Jan. 
20, the talks might collapse en- 
tirely. 

“In our view, in the Middle 
East and especially in terms of 
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Mitterrand deeply hurt over Israel 


Gunmen kill Turkish allegations that France supported 1 


policeman in Istanbul 


ANKARA (R) — Gunmen shot 
dead a policeman in Istanbul 
during a raid on the campus of 
Marmara University Saturday 
night, the Anatolian News Agen- 
cy reported. 

Tbe policeman, who was shot 
in the head, was the fifth killed in 
the city during the past week. 

Turkish newspapers said Sun- 
day the outlawed left-wing urban 


guerrilla group Dev-Sol (Revolu- 
tionary Left), claimed responsi- 
bility for Saturday’s (tilling. 

A left-wing group, Kizilordu 
(Red Army), said it carried out 
an ambush in Istanbul Tuesday in 
which four policemen were kil- 
led. 

But police discounted tbe 
claim saying Dev-Sol was behind 
the attack. 


Libya ready to hand over 
Lockerbie suspects —daily 


DUBAI (R) — Libya, facing the 
threat of tougher U.N. sanctions, 
has again said it is ready to 
surrender two agents wanted by 
the West for their alleged role in 
the bombing of an airliner over 
Scotland, an Arab paper reported 
Sunday. 


Tbe UAE newspaper AJ Itti- 
had, quoting diplomatic sources, 
said U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali had received a 
message from Tripoli saying it' 
accepted that the two should 
stand trial before a “just court 
which should be agreed upon.” 

Diplomatic sources in New 
York, who believed Libya was 
playing for time ahead of a possi- 
ble new sanctions vote, told Reu- 
ters the world body was unlikely 
to take the offer seriously. 

Tbe U.N. is expected to review 
sanctions against Libya in mid- 
December and possibly widen the 
embargo if Tripoli does not com- 
ply with demands to hand over 
the two for their alleged role in 
the 1988 bombing of the Pan Am 
jet over Lockerbie, in which 271 
people were killed. 


Libya in April for failing to hand 
over the two men — Abdul Baset 
AH Mohammad A1 Megrahi and 
A1 Amin Khalifa Fhhnah. 

Britain has assured Libya the 
two men would stand a fair trial in 
Scotland and expressed readines 
to meet Libyan officials to 
arrange any hand over. 

Arab sources say one proposal 
is to hand over the two men at the 
U.N.’s European headquarters in 
Geneva m the presence of repre- 
sentatives from the Organisation 
of African Unity and the Arab 
League. 

Libya has already complied 
with part of Security Council 
Resolution 731, which demands 
the hand over, by providing Bri- 
tain with information on Tripoli's 
aid to the Irish Republican Army 
fighting British rale in Northern 
Ireland. 


TEL AVIV (AP) — French Pres- 
ident Francois Mitterrand said he 
was deeply hurt by allegations 
that his country developed Iraq’s 
military capacity. 

Mr. Mitterrand, speaking from 
France on Israeli television, said, 
accusations by Israel and others 
that France had boosted die 
range of Iraqi Send missiles were 
baseless. 

“These accusations raised cri- 
ticism among our Israeli friends 
and this.. .hurt me deeply,” the 
French leader said. 

Mr. Mitterrand is scheduled to 
visit Israel in four days time. 

He said the criticism levelled at 
France was “very unjustified, 
very one sided, and very 
slanted.” 

During the Gulf War Iraq fired 
a number of Scud ground-to- 
ground missiles at Israel and 
Saudi Arabia, causing some dam- 
age but few casualties. 

Israeli sources charged Fiance 
with helping Iraq militarily, both 
by improving the Scads* range as 
well as by assisting Iraq's nndear 
weapons programme. 


Mr. Mitterrand vehemently de- 
nied accusations that France 
helped Iraq’s mid car programme 
while he was leader. 

“As president, I always refused 
any nuclear assistance to Saddam 
Hussein,’' be said. 

Prior to Mr. Mitterrand's elec- 
tion to the presidency in 1981, 
France was involved in the Iraqi 
nuclear programme. In 1981, 
Israel destroyed. Iraq’s nuclear 
reacto/ip a bombing raid. 

.The "president also rejected 
Israeli criticism of his handling of 
the •controver sy - s u rrounding a 
wreath-laying ceremony on tbe 
grave of former Vichy leader 
Marshal Philipe Petain. 

“This is an internal problem- 
...not an external problem,” Mr. 
Mitterrand stated. 

On Nov. 11, Mr. Mitterrand 
laid a wreath on Marshal Petain’s 
grave — a tradition winch pre- 
dates the president’s election — 
sparking a political furor within 
France. 

Jewish organisations, right 
wing figures, and some Socialists 
said the move amounted to recog- 
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King Fahd: GCC is here to st 


The sources said copies of the 
Libyan message, similar in tone 
to others which had led to no- 
thing. had been handed to British 
and French U.N. envoys with 
whom Dr. Ghali was expected to 
discuss the issue Monday or Tues- 
day. 

Tbe Security Council imposed 
an air and arms embargo against 


It has also helped France in its 
investigation of tbe 1989 downing 
of a UTA DC 10 over Niger in 
which 171 people were killed 
although Paris complained last 
month that Tripoli had stopped a 
French judge from visiting Libya. 

A1 Hayat newspaper, a- 
London-based Arabic lan piay 
daily, said Sunday Washington 
planned to increase pressure on 
Libya by calling for a freeze of its 
worldwide assets. 


Libya controls some S6.5 bil- 
lion in foreign assets which it has 
moved to countries not expected 
to join any widening of the 
embargo, bankers said. 


KUWAIT (AP) — Saudi Ara- 
bia’s King Fahd assured other 
Arab Gulf states in an interview 
published Sunday that the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) will 
not be affected by a border dis- 
pute between his country and 
Qatar. 

“We will safeguard this group 
even if we disagree because dis- 
agreement sometimes removes 
impurities and improves deci- 
sions,” King Fahd was quoted as 
saying by A1 Siyassah, a pro- 
government Kuwaiti newspaper. 

“Tbe GCC was established to 
stay, and it is going to continue," 
he said. 

The Saudi king rarely gives 
interviews. By granting one to A! 
Siyassah at this time, he seemed 
to underline the importance he 
places on unity among the six 
Arab states who comprise the 
Gulf Cooperation Council. 

Qatar has boycotted the coun- 
cil’s successive meetings of de- 
fence and interior ministers. The 


defence ministers met a week 
ago, and the interior ministers’ 
session was to end Sunday night. 
Both meetings were in Kuwait. 

Qatar’s absence stirred fears 
that it might boycott the GCC 
summit scheduled for next month 
in Abu Dhabi or w i thd raw from 
the council altogether. 

The border dispute between 
Saadi Arabia and Qatar 
erupted in shootiqg last August in 
whkh two people died. 

Qatar accused Saudi forces of 
penetrating 12 kilometres (seven 
miles) into its territory, but Saudi 
Arabia says the dispute was be- 
tween tribal chieftains, not sol- 
diers. 


A1 Siyassah quoted King Fahd 
as saying the Gulf Cooperation 


Council was “too strong to be 
affected by a passing summer 
doud” and “differences of opin- 
ion stay between tbe disagreeing 
parties and do not spill to the 
existence of the council." 

Tbe Saudi monarch was quoted 
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Water and Sewe rage 

Complaints- — I 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints ....... ' 

T eleph one Information 

(directory assistance) — 

Overseas CaBs I 

Centra] Amman Tel ephone 


MbJMax. temp. 

Amman 7/13 

Aqaba 24/14 

Deserts - 5/15 


DUUD; 

Dr. Abdul Ma/ed Mosa 275353 

Alqodi pharmacy ( — ) 


AbdaB Telephone Repairs 

Jw Jwt T e ie v ieto n ...... 

Radio Jordan 

Water Authority 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

H u ss ein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Aron... 644281/6 
AUefa Maternity. J. Ann.... 642441/2 

label Amman Maternity 642362 

MaDias.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shme i sa n i 664171/4 

S hmcban i Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasber Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

AJ-AtaH, AbdaB 664164*6 

Italian, AL-Muhajieen 777101/3 

Al- Bashir. J. Asfarafieh 775111/26 

Army. Marta 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240*50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZABQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zama National Hospital .. (09)900560 

■be Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Aim— Modem Horpitsl (09)990990 

DONDt 

Prisms Bssnn Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Qnhofic Hospital (0ZJZ72275 

RmAlNdees Hospital (02)247100 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


Tbs information is supplied by Royal 
JonUaua (RJ) information depart- 
ment at tbe Ooeen Aba IstemaSottal 
Airport Tef. (08)53200-5, where it 
should always be scribed. 
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Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal i) 


•7:15 Sanaa ( 

(Ml Jeddah 4 

■fe«5 Riyadh/ 

09:15 Cairo, Aqaba ( 

MS Damascus ( 

8*45 Dubai, Abu Dhabi ( 

MsM Ndw Delhi ( 

10:15 Beirut ( 

IMS Cairo ( 

17M .... New York. Amsterdam j 


Toronto Montreal (Rj 

London (RJ 

IfctS .... Amsterdam. New York nU 

2** Cairo (RJ 

£2 - DtufanufRj 


»*» 

2238 


Othar Flights (Terminal 2 ) 

SM 

8S= 

Bahrafa *- A*" Dhabi. Muscat (CF) 


Banana (Mdcammar) f • 

Cabbage ^ 

Cudifiower — -r „ ~ * j * s 

Cocambess (large) — — “ , ^ 

Cbc ui nbet s (sawfl) — — 

Sfc===3 s ’ ^ 

Grapefruit 

I*mf ....... * . '‘•ti - 

Marrow (large) V . 

Marrow (small) — — ■ ; — - 93 

Onion (thy) ~-rT % M 

Orange ^ > 

v 

Ez!' — •> 

Tomato — J 

^Sf^t ^ 

Guava 'V v**jn 




ims — ; i. 

Green OCve ..... "I 
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ueen discusses Petra with 

.NESCO archaeology team 


y a it-i. ijmkjvv/ uivuuvvwgj ivaui 

rsspect cifV, . mMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty Director of UNESCO's Division 
through U) T"' l H'cen Noor met Sunday after- erf die Cultural Heritage last year, 
cy. at Al Ma'wa Palace with 


Her Majesty Director of UNESCO's Division 


seven-member multi- 


* None r*f l m ^ )crs a UNESCO oomm is- disciplinary team is comprised of 

* as Mr.Vu^M of experts visiting Jordan to experts in national parks, 
1 ary of piulatc a master-plan for the archaeological urban organisa- 

tiais. Jq * 1%'jservaiion and development of don. stone crack treatment, wa- 
l several ^ 13 ar( * aeolo P ca l park- ter control and irrigation, excava- 

■ to win Se “ Q ueen discussed the find- cion and museums. It has been 
Haris* °f a month-long preliminary operating in cooperation with the 

w iQeiY|P.L /hi n/ttvfllAtA/1 tar iS ia nn /tf T nn/l on/I Cun/Ati 


and conducted at the site with 

the director Barry Lane and 


l SeaS?' " wateT control specialist Piet- 
White u ’ Mr.^Laureano. The mission which 
- nmt-r fruit of meetings between 

i HE??? 8 Cr Majesty and UNESCO 
. on BiaJi^rector-General Federico 
^ l 0n 'dtWiyor last year, has been cen- 
25 Syria, ted around the problem of rains 
r * B tne&d floods affecting the 

a -TV haeological site of Petra, the 

lhlrG - sitetitmg of damage to the site 


ter control and irrigation, excava- 
tion and museums. It has been 
operating in cooperation with the 
Department af Land and Survey 
and the Department of Anti- 
quities and has been successful in 
defining a 26.000-hectare bound- 
ary for the Petra archaeological 
and national park which will be 
declared a protected zone. Its 
initial studies recommended, 
among other things, a detailed 
survey of the antiquities at the 
site, the completion of an on- 
going excavation and restoration 


PT w^ SS in ky tourism and weather- project in Petra. 

" P u o»c cpujjjj. as well as the conservation of In the morning, the Queen 
~ year of f^tra. Its dispatch was based inaugurated an exhibition of 
3 a ppoi rumens *Sn the recommendations of the modem jewellery and ceramics. 

* S“ re 8»n.* 

‘ fK* HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 

p 

h Sr and EC to cooperate on green issues 

ir Dro^^^'^MMAN (J.T.) — The Environmental Research Centre (ERC) 

U S ‘ - IC c * Hie Royal Scientific Society (RSS) has recently concluded a 
ce ' r _\ i^^Dntract agreement with a German consultancy firm providing for 
o inriml**! ■ ^operation between the two institutions in environmental fields. 

U pic- 1 ‘ I!r ^ 1 i s contract will be financed by the Commission of the European 
_ r“* ;, eac; , [^Communities (CEC) as part of the Second Cooperation Protocol 
*-'c in* 'an; e tween the EC and Jordan. 

Ncneihefe 

*■ this >v»ateMite dish exhibit opens 

tse ■?: chta**- 

e tr-.fc triad; sjiMMAN (Petra) — Post and Communications Minister Jamal Al 
r- pro? ism. Ttaraireh opened Sunday at the Philadelphia Hotel in Amman an 
K waiting xhibition of satellite dishes. Seven Jordanian specialised com- 

— -antes are participating in the three-day exhibition which is 

"j ^ rganised by the At Madina Information and business estabhsb- 
v ti £$rfcnL The Expo displays the latest satellite dishes technology. 

MV he opening ceremony was attended by Secretary General of the 
.finis try of Post and Communications Abdullah Al Jazi and 
Pp0l*tpffa«a«l officials. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 
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Art exhibition captures 
Jordan’s spirit 


a v- V--t By I** Wahbeh 

- I -;.-;- \'onlan Times Staff Reporter 

A - rMMAN — Documenting life 
-vi.' r.j :r.i =: is been the quest of mankind 
' » s-t zrtr since its existence; and it 
V; • : .«>; r-js done so by many different 
r r - ■ o', -.-cans. • ■ 

j, . -- r ::r v Ammar Khammash, a young 
■ r . y— fe-rchitect, has used his special 
,V!. V-. ’. “dent as a painter to preserve 
r ’ rlr- ; ie sprint of Jordan for genera- 
' ' ons to come. 

Tr.r Mr. Khammash. a refreshing 
.•ice T.e -presence in the artistic world of 
LO-Jnman, inaugurated his ex- 
-dbition Thursday at the Span- 
^ . i - - h Cultural Centre to a full 

w Duse - 

/. • - :i 2 His wateT colours and oils on 
V j -i- :aper are mostly representa- 
.^ous of human settlements, 
M U ^,-nt also of the familiar land- 
;V "■ -r^V;ape of Jordan. 

' --r The disciplined contours and 
. : ^l Uipnment of houses and trees 

4 etray the scientific mind of 
v-jrc/S tilie architect, but any other 
V v'J milarity stops there. The ta- 
int of the artist is overpower- 
lg. The abstract paintings 
Alternate with more classical 
::- J ^presentations, wonderfully 
. ^pmplementing each other and 
us He landscape tiaey immortal - 
*■ 

v-; The overwhelming feeling is 
vijj; A' s::iat inhabited, cosy, 

: slean and groomed. Man is 

;■ rever present, but one feels his 
,.--r.' : pirit, his presence breathing 
- i:J fe to the still nature. 

>s : t'- The familiar Jordanian land- 
. j; .-.^ -.-cape is easily recognisable 
"Tender the olive greens, petrol 
rl>: * .^2 -'H 1 ® 8 * rusty bricks and ochres. 
■»!'-' ^.bequisite dusks (or maybe 
• -c lawns) surround the houses, as 
^.-.lo palm trees, poplars and 
Tr>i 1 "jeotic vegetation, 
jnrss-. The houses, almost 
. . r j .'flnmpresent, are maybe a con- 
Session to the architect. They 
J> ie delicately and precisely de- 
ll 4 ailed or abstractly represented 


in the all too well-known 
square shape of the urban 
architecture of Jordanian 
towns. 

Boulders evoke images from 
Petra or JVadi Hum, where 
trees spring from tfie cracks in 
die rocks, giving life to a 
monumental. oil. ^aaioting. .. 

Next to it, almost miniature 
in size by comparison, are 
more houses in the autumn 
colours of a cold sun setting 
quiety over peaceful lives of 
people tired after a day’s toil- 
ing in a hostile environment. 

Steep mountain walls (na- 
ture's creation this time) alter- 
nate with urban conglomera- 
tions. Streets (cross roads, cor- 
ners) are viewed from odd 
aerial angles. 

The more abstract canvases 
complement the architectural 
representations of the Amma- 
nite houses. At times washed 
in the raw, blinding, almost 
white colour of a summer sun, 
at others basking somnolently 
in a lazy afternoon light, the 
images would suggest life still, 
suspended, atemporal if it we- 
ren't for the trees moving gaily 
by the breeze. 

Mustards, purples, and dark 
oranges are splashed on more 
uggTessive landscape in 
another group of paintings 
where cubes or rectangles are 
superimposed to subtly hint at 
human settlements. 

Mostly rendered from above 
afar, the works suggest the 
detachment of the man giving 
way to the artist’s perception 
of nature and our surrondings. 

Interspersed among the 
paintings are modem chairs 
and tables with meta Ric 
frames and wooden or marble, 
tops and a wooden settee 
frame, all the artist’s design. 

The exhibition runs until 
Nov. 30. 


Hte following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
he daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
ime and place with the concerned institutions. 
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-tffr R*hgiiti«i of by Iraqi artists Ismail Fattah, Lisa 

^ Fattah and Mohammad Mohraddin at the Abdul Hameed 
ShftwMi Foundation Gallery — (tit a-tn. - 5 p.m.) 

_ . 1 - VRdubitiou entitled “Brflfiant stories — American narrative 
jewellery exhibit” at the American Centre (opes from 8 ajn.- 5 
v pan.). 

V Photography exhibition entitled “ Ch ar acteri stics of the 
'•V r> . Mediterranean Sea” at the French Cotend Centre. 

m - • ■ 

> Exhibition of contemporary Swedish art at the Royal Cultural 
' Cadre. 

^ ^ 


/.i • the Jordan Gafiery of Vine Arts.. 

v . r tt Documentary film on endangered species, entitled “Last show 
. j on Earth” (parts three four), at the Goethe Institute — 7 

';7. p-®- 

.'■7 n Ar Exhibition sf Wench children’s books wt file Marriott Hotel. 

£' r FILM 

7 if French On entitled “Le Lieu Du Grime” at the French 
-7-. Guttural Centre — 8 pjn. 



Ensourkeento accommodate private investors 


PREMIER MEETS U.S. MILITARY CHIEF: Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker met in his office Sunday General Joseph P. 
Hoar .Commander in Chief of the U.S. Central Command who is 
on a several day visit to Jordan. The two sides reviewed 
deve lo pments on the regional and international levels and ways to 
safegnsud security and stabiKty in the area. They also reviewed 
Jordanian- American relations particularly in military fields and 
training. Present at the meeting was ll.S. ambassador to Jordan 
Roger Harrison, and the military attache at the U.S. embassy in 
Amman. Gen. Hoar was later received by Field Marshal Fathi Abu 
Taleb. (he chairman of the joint chiefs of staff. 


Education conference 
opens to hot debate 


By Stephanie Genkin 
and Saida Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — While the Minister 
of Education Thouqan Al Hinda- 
wi expounded his views on the 
■ various innovations and achieve- 
ments of the educational system 
in Jordan, one authority on 
education voiced discontent of 
the ministry's performance accus- 
ing it of negligence and stagnant 
policies. 

“The educational policy has 
not accommodated any signifi- 
cant changes since 1964 which 
compliments developments in the 
country," said Dr. Ahmad Al 
Khatib, Director of the Educa- 
tional Department at the Yar- 
mouk University, during the 
opening of a three day seminar on 
educational policies in Jordan 
organised by the United Nations 
Education, Social and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) along 
with the Ministry of Education at 
Ammoun Hotel. 

Criticising the ministry's educa- 
tional policies. Dr. Al Khatibsaid 
that there is a dire need to adopt 
a more defined set of goals neces- 
sary to the development of the 
educational system in Jordan. 

“Jordanian society is going 
through a transitional phase 
where it is divided between going 
back to the Islamic Arab heritage 
and taking the route of progress 
and development," he explained. 

Dr. Al Khatib attributes the 
reasons which led to the current 
crisis in education to the Arab 
World's crisis in general and its 
reflection on the educational poli- 
cy; especially in wbat concerns 
extremism in the Arab World, 
the absence of an inteUectual'elite 
and the inability to draw up long- 


term plans. 

However, Mr. Al Hindawi. ex- 
plained that the reform plan is 
not an easy operation. “Develop- 
ment in the educational system is 
dependable upon social, cultural 
and political factors and goes 
hand in hand with other institu- 
tions' policies for development.” 
he said. 

Dr. Al Khatib argued that the 
various departments of the minis- 
try of education suffer from 
stagnation caused by centralisa- 
tion and bureaucratic practices. 
“Educational programmes have 
not changed for the past 30 
years." Dr. Al Khatib said. “As a 
result of this inertia, the gap is 
widening between what the stu- 
dents learn on the one hand, and 
the plan for national develop- 
ment and market demands, on 
the other hand," he added. 

Dr. Al Khatib asserted that 
90% of the ministry’s teachers do 
not have the proper academic 
qualifications to perform duties, 
and building facilities are in- 
adequate to accommodate the 
number of students resulting in 
haphazard scheduling of classes. 
He also referred to inefficient 
testing which places too much 
importance on the exam itself and 
not enough places on the actual 
material. In addition, the work- 
ing paper denounced the over 
emphasis on theoretical learning, 
and the insufficient attention de- 
voted to practical application. Al 
Hindawi, esteemed that Dr. Al 
Khatib's criticism as baseless. 

Dr. Nabil Nofel UNESCO’s 
official representative at the con- 
ference said," the educational 
policy is one substantia] part of 
the government's policy and is 
linked to the country's national 
security." The conference con- 
tinues until Wednesday. 





SYRIAN ART ON SHOW: Under the patronage of Her Royal 
Highness Princess Wydan, an exhibition of palntingc by Syrian 
artist Hamond Chan tout will be opened Monday Nov. 23 at 
Bahtina Art Gallery. The exhibition which wiD last until Dec. 3 

marks the first anniversary of the establishment of Raladna Art 
Gallery. Mr. Chantout was born in Hamah, Syria, in 1956 and 
studied fine arts in Damascus and Paris. 


A SPECIAL CAR FOR 
A SPECIAL PERSON 
CORSICA - 89 BLACK 
Tel : 657551 , 10 A.M - 7 P.M 
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OBITUARY 

To our dearest friend, Dr. Ani Attar and her 
fondly. 

We express our deepest sorrow upon foe death of 
her bdoved husband. 

Dr. Aziz Attar 

May his soul rest in peace. We shall never forget him. 
Meta Hlasat 
& 

Stasha Abu-Sham with families. 


RAMTHA (Petra) — Minister of 
Industry and Trade Abdullah En- 
sour said here Sunday that the 
Ministry of Industry was ready to 
respond favourably to investors 
who wish to establish business in 
Jordan. 

The Minister was speaking at 
the opening of four new industrial 
businesses at the Al Hassan in- 
dustrial city. 

Despite the chronic economic 
crises in Jordan in 19SS and the 
subsequent recession, Jordan has 
been able to achieve real progress 
in industry and other fields 
thanks to the diligence of its 
people and the guidance of its 
leadership, said the minister. 

He said that Jordan now enjoys 
monetary stability and the Cen- 
tral Bank has secured vast re- 
serves of foreign currency de- 
posits while Jordanian industrial 
products are finding mare and 
more markets abroad. 

The Al Hassan Industrial City 
was established in irbid when it 
was clear that the Sahab Indust- 
rial City near Amman was not 
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Minister of Industry, and Trade Abdullah Ensour, officials and 
businessmen at the opening of four factories at Al Hassan Industrial 
City Sunday 1 Petra photo) 


sufficient to cater to the needs of 
growing industry in the Kingdom. 
According to Fayez Suheimat. 
Director General of the Jorda- 
nian Industrial Estates Corpora- 
tion (JIEC). 

Dr Suheimat. who addressed 


the inauguration ceremony, 
noted that rhe industrial city near 
Ramtha has been provided with 
all the required facilities and 
basic utilities, such as telecom- 
munications. roads and electric- 
ity. Moreover. JIES has arranged 


for customs offices, police un- 
civil defence stations and ctfcv. 
services to be available fir ir 

benefit of the factories. 

Dr. Suheimat said that lli ■ 
JIEC plans to set up other ir.du.,. 
rial zones in other govern..' r-;. 
to meet growing demand for 
tory buildings and their facilities. 

Governor Fayez Abbadi to!- 
the meeting that transport rsci 1 !- 
ties have been introduced .m. 
workers can commute to the ir- 
dusrrial city from Irbid p.m 
Ramtha on a daih basis. Accorc. 
ing to JIEC officials, the «vu 
industrial businesses inaugurate .' 
Sunday have a total capita! ex- 
ceeding JD 3 mi!lion and l re- 
produce plastic and paint pro- 
ducts. 

Dr. Suheimat said that 39 fac- 
tories already established at rhe 
Al Hassan Industrial City started 
production a year ago proauemg 
food sruffs and chemical and plas- 
tic products. He said nearly l.Olv’ 
workers are currently employee, 
at the factories which also offer 
practical vocational training in 
students. 


Initial work on Dome of the Rock complete 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The British 
construction firm Mivan which 
has been contracted to refurbish 
the Dome of the Rock in Arab 
Jerusalem has completed pre- 
liminary work and embarked on 
the implementation of technical 
jobs required in the process of 
restoring the holy shrine, accord- 
ing ro an announcement by 
Sheikh Izzeddin Al Khatib Minis- 
ter of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs. 

Samples of raw materials to be 
used in covering the dome have 
been transferred to the Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS) in Am- 
man for laboratory tests to ensure 
that they are of the required 
specifications, said the minister 
who is also chairman of a national 
committee entrusted with supers 
vising the restoration of the holy 
places in Jerusalem. 

The committee has recently . 
completed a series of meetings to 
discuss topics related to the res- 
toration of the shrine and is now 
awaiting the RSS test results ab- 
out what type of gold plated 
sheets to be used on the dome, 
said the minister. The committee 


Heavy rains due 

AMMAN (Petra) — - Jordan, 
which witnessed on Saturday the 
first wave of heavy rains this 
season, will be swept by another 
and heavier storm on Monday 
evening, according to the depart- 
ment of meteorology. 

Department officials told the 
Jordan Times that the presence of 
3 high pressure in central Europe 
has opened a corridor for cold 
winds from the Polar North to 
blow towards the Mediterranean. 

The heavy rains are forecast to be 
accompanied by another drop in 
temperature, said officials. 

Department Director General 
Ali Abanda told Radio Jordan 
Sunday that the Kingdom along 
with other countries in the east- 
ern Mediterranen region were 
under the effect of an atmospher- 
ic depression centred over south- 
ern regions of Turkey. 

Meanwhile, the department 
Sunday published the quantities 
of rain water which fell in Jordan 
in the past 24 hours. Amman and 
Irbid go verno rates received the 
highest amounts which reached 
up to 30 millimetres at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan. 
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The Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem 


also studied the proposed early 
alarm system to warn against fires 
to be installed at the site, he 
added. 

Mivan company has been 
working in ciose cooperation with 
a local committee in Jerusalem 
and has provided it with samples 
of the materials to be used, the 
minister noted. 

Under a JD 4.8 million deal 



AMMAN Tel. 68S14I / 699271 / 699507 
Fax; 699508 


concluded last July in Amman, 
the Mivan company is scheduled 
to complete the work in 540 days. 
The work entails covering the 
dome with goldgilded copper 
sheets supported by lead beams, 
and to restore the roofs, and 
instal an alarm system against 
fires. 

His Majesty King Hussein in 
May this year announced that he 


was providing SS.24 million of hr, 
own account' to help finance the 
project and announced that Jor- 
dan was committed to cover the 
cost of restoring the Dome of :hc 
Rock, noting that the comn-.i?- 
ment was in-line with the King- 
dom's policy to support the 
Palestinians and to safeguard the 
holy shrines. 

Sheikh Khatib had said that 
Jordan has so far spent more ihar. 
JD 164 million on the res tore tic. 
of holy places since 1984. The 
minister said that the committee 
has just decided to spend 
JD 10.000 on boosting the electric 
current so that sufficient power 
can be made available to help 
speed up work at the site. 

In another statement, t hi 
minister said Sunday that a 
national committee charged \vi;p 
supervising the distributions of 
alms to the poor has sper:: 
JD 7500 on buying heater... 
blankets and other necessities to 
be distributed, to needy peor-ii 
and orphans at the shirt of the 
winter session. 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Over 300 children 
from Adr village near Karak last 
week had the chance to attend a 
puppet show organised by the 
Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion (YMCA) in cooperation with 
the Japan Overseas Cooperation 
Volunteers (JOCV). 

The children were aged 5-12 
and the show was presented by 24 
Japanese volunteers currently 
working at various institutions in 
the Kingdom. 

The volunteers, affiliated with 
the JOCV, presented a show 
which consists of singing, panto- 
mimes. and puppet musicals, in 
Arabic. They have so far per- 
formed at the Haya Arts Centre, 
the YMCA summer camp, the 
Baqa' refugee camp and the Noor 
Al Hussein Foundation. The 
volunteers have expressed their 
wish to stage another perform- 
ance very soon at other villages 
and sites. 

YMCA Director Majdi Dabab- 
neh said the main aim of such 
performances is to create a deep- 
er understanding between the 
different cultures of the volun- 
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ChiMren laugh at tfae puppets 

leers, and the host country they 
are serving in. 

YMCA Associate Director 
Isao Nozaki added that “it is of 
utmost importance that these per- 
formances are held in rural areas 
where there's no entertainment, 
thus helping enhancement of chil- 
dren’s creativity through fun and 


amusement." 

The JOCV is a major activity 
of the Japan International Coop- 
eration Agency which is responsi- 
ble for the Japanese govern- 
ment's international' cooperati.- , n 
programme. It has so far dis- 
patched over 11.000 quaiifiei 
volunteers to 50 countries. 


Management Positions I 

A well established group of companies based in ! 
Dubai, with operations all over the Gulf, is seeking ■ 
experienced Managers in Catering and Restaurants.' : 

Area Manager ; 

To develop his geographical area by setting targets. ‘ 
generating new contracts and to manage and control ! 
existing operations. To co ordinate with other J 
supporting departments such as accounting, j 
personnel and purchasing. ’ ! 
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To supervise a number of catering operations arid ' 
Restaurants and to meet targets set" by managemen; ; 
and be responsible for the proper running ar.d 
profitability of the operations. 

Marketing Manager 

To establish the marketing plans and strategies u. ' 
increase company market share through sourcing 1 
and negotiating new contracts and maximising sales [ 
opportunities. : 

Applicants should be holders of University degrees j 
with al least five years experience in related ■ 
positions and proven record of achievements. « 

Must be able to interact effectively with senior ; 
levels within and outside the organizations. j 

An attractive tax free salary’ with expatriate benefit 
of accommodation, car. annual paid leave, j 
medication, etc,, will be offered. j 

All applicants and interviews will be dealt in strict ; 
confidence. Please send detailed C. V. w : j 

The Personnel Manager, j 

P. O. Box 2 1 95, Dubai. U.A.E Fax: 547280 1 
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Stay on, work for better deal 


TEE PALESTINIAN leadership, which started its 
meeting in Tunis yesterday, is, as usual, discussing 
questions of dire consequences to the Palestinian 
people. Given world and Arab politics, the Palesti- 
nians have very little to manoeuvre with in face of 
tremendous pressures from both the U.S. and Israel. 
While Israel insists on the Palestinians to limit 
Reznsdves to the Madrid formula — i.e. five years of 
Palestinian Interim Self-Government Agreement (PIS- 
t»A) to be followed by negotiations on a final settle- 
ment beginning in the third year of PISGA — the 
Americans urge them to accept and not to miss the 
■ext round on Dec. 7, let alone entertain any protest 
ttfehdrawing from the talks or even threatening to do 


But that is the least of the leadership’s worry- What 


Mas become so alarming is the fact that more and more 
raestinians are becoming sceptical of where the 


htestinians are becoming sceptical of where the 
HR-rent peace talks will lead them. Syria made it dear 
In the Palestinians that it would not sit idle for five 

S irs waiting for a final Palestinian-Israeli settlement 
ore it made its own peace with the Jewish state, 
fading to the restoration of the Golan Heights, 
fbtestinians are rightly worried that if the terms for a 
final settlement were not worked out now, in five years 
they wifi find themselves isolated and locked in a 
struggle for land In the West Bank that will be settled 
fry more Israelis. Palestinian opposition to the peace 
talks is becoming both bloody and widespread. Voices 
•f dissent are being beard within PLO Chairman 
-Yasser Arafat’s own camp. 

As matters stand now, the Palestinians have only 
IWo choices: To continue the talks or to withdraw. 
Judging from their performance until now, we expect 
they will continue to be engaged in the negotiations, 
even if for sounding out Israel’s true intentions. 
Pulling out of the talks at this moment will only 
strengthen the hands of radicals, both Palestinian and 
Israeli. As long as they make no concessions to the 
Israelis, that would undermine their national rights, 
Palestinians have nothing to lose. Meanwhile, the 
fhlestinians need to pot more effort on influencing the 
American administration and people and on creating 
tai Arab front that would pat more pressure on Israel 
to yield to Palestinian rights. Ideally, the Arabs should 
come to the rescue of their Palestinian kin by drawing 
a new Arab peace plan that would put afl Arab 
concessions in one basket for a complete trade with the 
Israelis. A real formula would give Israelis total peace 
In exchange for full Israeli withdrawal from the 
Occupied territories and recognition of Palestinian 
rights. 


ARABIC PRESS 


AL RAT ARABIC daily Sunday commented on the U.N. 
’Security Council debate, due Monday, which will look into the 
sanctions imposed on Iraq. Now that Iraq has compiled with the 
afl U.N. resolutions, it has become dear that the sanctions are 
meaningless and should end, said the paper. But it is noticed that 
Jsrael, on the one hand, and Kuwait, on the other, are 
investigating Security Council members to maintain the sanctions 
tn the Iraqi people out of hatred and malice and in manifestation 
of hostility and aggressiveness, said the daily. It is regrettable to 
aee the Kuwaitis siding with the Israeli enemy in adopting such 
‘position at a time when everyone can see the Iraqi population 
continuing to suffer because of the sanctions that are depriving 
■the children and women of their basic needs, the paper continued. 
.Such an attitude on the part of the Kuwaiti government has 
caused dismay among the Arab masses at a time when Arab 
countries are trying their best to reconcile and end the differences 
that have plagued them for so long, added the daily. Fueling 
malice and hatred through inhuman actions and attitudes can by 
no means help end differences and can only escalate tension in the 
Gulf and other parts of the Arab World, the paper said, 
pontinued sanctions and deprivation can only mean further 
sufferings for the civilian population of Iraq who have paid dearly 
for the Gulf war, the paper said. The paper urged the council to 
terminate the sanctions and take a positive stand that can act as a 
‘knmamtarian gesture, ending the torture of innocent people. 


1AWT AL SHAAB daily commented on the abortive outcome of 
fa peace negotiations, noting that failure to achieve progress is a 
cause for dismay for everyone. It is clear that the abortive seventh 
iroiuid of talks has driven despair into the hearts of those 
concerned over the attainment of peace in the region and 
(bsipated hope that the ordeal of the oppre ss ed people of 
ffclestine win end soon, the paper said. It is clear to everyone that 
tftw Rabin government is not intent on reachin g a final settlement 
.With Arab countries, no matter bow long the negotiations will 
tiliks and regardless of whether the Palestinians or other parties 
despaired and abandoned the talks altogether or not, the paper 
faxi tinned. We believe that the resumption of negotiations, at the 
raining eighth session before the start of the Clinton aministration 
an Washington, will be futile and should not take place, the paper 
arid. Indeed, starting talks with the Israelis continuing their 
Intransigence, and in the absence of a dearcut policy from 
Washington, can only bring more frustrations, the paper added. 
>We believe that resuming the negotiations in December, before 
Mr. Clinton assumes office at the White House can render the 


negotiations totally paralysed and would complicate matters 
farther, the paper said. Should the talks end m total failure 


/Warned the daily, die Middle East region will be in grave danger; 
]afid tins -will definitely not be in the interest of the United States 
or of the other parties concerned. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waked Sadi 


More progress on the peace track than believed 


DR. Abdul Salam Majaii, chief Jordanian negotiator ar the 
bilateral Israeli- Jordanian peace talks, summed it all up Wednes- 
day, at the conclusion of the seventh round of Arab- Israeli peace 
parley in Washington, when he said: “There has been no tangible 
progress on any of the Arab- Israeli tracks.” Dr. Majaii, however, 
was loud and dear when he added that in spite of the obvious 
Israeli intransigence, the Arab side will take the Israeli side to 
task and attend the next round of negotiations. 

The lack of progress at the end of the seventh round of peace 
may have been expected. Both sides of the fence were predicting 
that due to the change of guard at the White House, there could 


be a stall in the peace negotiations pending the assumption of 
power in Washington by U.S. President-elect Bill Clinton. This 


assessment is attributed to the fact that the U.S. continues to play 
a pivotal role in the peace talks on the Arab- Israeli conflicts. With 
incumbent President George Bush being essentially a lame duck 
leader, no one can expect the current administration to exercise 
the same kind of vigour and determination that it had so ably 
demonstrated in the past. Accordingly, when the Arab and Israeli 
negotiators resume their discussions on Dec. 7, not much can be 
anticipated for the same reasons that impeded progress during the 
past round of talks. 

But if the Arab negotiators and their Israeli counterparts are 
simply marking time till next year, why are they bothering to 
resume their efforts to break the existing deadlock on practically 
all fronts? The answer may lie in the fact that there is a general 
agreement that the momentum of the peace process must be 
maintained at all costs. Any interruption in the ongoing peace 
process could serve to reverse the tide for peace in the Middle 
East. Both Israeli and Arab parties must continue to think in 
terms of peace even when the going gets tough. 

But this is not all. In spite of all protestations to the contrary, 
considerable progress has been attained at the U.S.-brokered 
peace process, Tlte fact that both sides are still talking to one 


another and refuse to give up even when there is an appearance of 
a staleroete shows bow they are eager to negotiate peace and 
arrive at a peace treaty in the end. The existing obstacles m the 
path of the peace talks were expected to occur ip any case. No one 
thought, for even a second, fat the Israeli side would not, for 
example, make an issue out of the kind of peace the Syrians are 
prepared to offer them just like no one ever thought that the 
Syrians would, under any circumstances, give up their full claim 
over the entire Golan Heights. 

On the Jordanian-Israeli front, the initial agreement cm tne 
agenda that could set the terms of reference for the future 
relations between the two countries, under conditions of peace, 
seem to be unravelling after Jordan insisted on better elucidation 
of the points contained in it. So it seems that the final version ot 
the “agenda” of the Jordanian-Israeli talks is still up for grabs m 
spite of all the rredpitious fury that erupted at the anrouncemrat 
of an accord between them on it. The Palestinian track lies m me 
middle of the other bilateral peace tracks, marked by occasional 
euphoria, only to be interrupted by a constant burst of negative 
assessments about its fate. . . . 

The truth of the matter is that some meaningful progrt^ has 
already been recorded on this front as well even though bothades 
prefer to deny it. With the Palestinians insisting on establishing a 
dear and unequivocal link between any interim agreement ana 
the final one, the Israeli side prefers not to make iron dad 
connections between the two phases at this early sfage in the 
negotiations. Surely this thorny problem can be resolved given the 
ingenuity of the negotiators from both camps. Tne main point 
here is to draw the visionary blue print for the future because 
without it the Palestinian-Israeli peace talks would be effectively 
denied a sense of purpose and direction. 

True, the momentum of the psychology of peace could be 
generated by an early accord on an interim solution that is 
somehow linked with the final and ultimate peace treaty between 


the two peoples, That is 


SHhc peace process is totting, as farastbe, 


SiSmed. It should not be too difficolt to arUcufcae 
language to reflect these two swmmsJy opp. 

: 'Hi- pa Wriman people have waned all these years m 

£Howh SSrSatSTextra waiting gat they y ^ 
make would not be in vam- Tins makes die Israeh-Priesty . 
trade the hardest nut fo crack. 

By comparison, the Syrian Golan Heights would reman . 
formidable, in spite of the gap that still efi^des the two safe . 
tins matter. It can be projected that Israel m ay be , 
forthcoming on the extent of their eventual withdrawal frotitj 
Ifendits m due course. As long as the RaMn government keej; - 
masting on knowing in advance the perimiteres o f the kin 
peace that Damascus is willing to agree on, in returrt.i 
complete Israeli withdrawal from Syrian territory, tbe,«^ - 
government has a ready and effective rebu ttal to ttos Ja, 
concern by reminding Td Aviv of the Syrian formula forp- 
predicated on the proposition of complete and full peace in re 
for fzzH and complete Israeli withdrawal from Syrian tenitp, 
think it will be a matter of time before Israel can coins tot - 
with this generous Syrian offer of peace. This may indeed cal 
the elevation of the level of negotiations between that*.'. 

To 5 «tp up, the peace picture is not as bad as it appeal s^'Or' 
contrary, the overall view points in the direction of hope , 
progress. It would be infinitely more productive togive.c" 
once in a while to progress attained instead of painting a gio 
picture about the course of the peace process. After all, both 1 ; . 
of the fence need to win over their people on the side of peace * 
the best way to accomplish that goal is to accord some occaa ' 
credit, when it is dtc, to what has been painstakingly adat 
The gospel of peace in tbe Middle East deserves better and r 
effective dissemination by keeping the beacon of hope Bt i 


Arab-Americans call for Mideast understanding 


WASHINGTON — A coalition 
of Arab- American experts on the 
Middle East is calling for the 
future Clinton administration to 
hold “an American- Islamic sum- 
mit” to examine “the political 
dynamics” of Islam and democra- 
tisation at work in the Middle 
East. 

“The United States must rec- 
ognise that the Arab World is not 
a monolith, but is rather made up 
of complex, diverse societies 
struggling to create democratic 
institutions and civil societies,” 
Arab American Institute Presi- 
dent James Zogby said on 
November 20. 


security and recognition for all 
states in the region, including 
Israel.” 

The new administration, he 


By M. C. Jasperseh 

on track is to continue the Bush “could prevent stalemate and Anthony said, 
administration's policies. give new momentum to the peace In each case, he noted, U.S. 

He said the U.S. stance as proccss - if “the hopes and fears forces were “upholding a victim 

mediator, “ready ...to facilitate ^fo ^des of the conflict” are country's national sovereignty. 


In recommending an agenda 
for .U.S.-Arahxrelations during a 
policy forum ' at the National 
.Press Cub, Mr. Zogby suggested 
that the Untied- States must en- 
sure that “key Middle East and 
foreign policy posts go to foreign 
policy professionals who can be- 
gin their tenures with respect 
from all sides” rather than those 
who are perceived to be biased . 

Mr. Zogby said that Mr. Clin- 
ton should also “appoint a special 
envoy with the authority and cre- 
dibility to act on the Baker timet- 
able accepted by all parties to the 
talks.” Further, he noted, the 
president-elect ought to “utilise 
the Arab American community 
as a bridge to the Arab World.” 

George Salem, president of the 
National Association of Arab 



not there now: That soi. 
a multi-faceted systems -. 
cooperation between tt - 
States and the ...threat 
timidated countries al 
gion.” 

He stressed that “tit. - 
this pursuit is not an dpt . .. 
said that “precipitous; , 
or withdrawals” of 1X‘ 
must be avoided; that “T" 
on understandings or aj 
most be avoided; tin 
stating and repeatedly s 
unambiguous commitm 
defense of these (GC^ 
tries" is essential. 




Securing the peace! 
gion, he said,*- means;# 
States rousts draw rtp t V 
iii'tbe sand;- but d-lfrit? 


Americans, pointed out that what 
has worked thus far in the Middle 
East peace process has been the 
Bush administration's “twin tests 
of fairness and security," which 
be said were “based on a firm 
resolve to provide for the legiti- 
mate political rights of the 
'Palestinian people ...and the 


added, must move quickly to 
“demonstrate, from the earliest 
days of its tenure, a genuine 
commitment” to the same policy. 

Mr. Salem also called on Mr. 
Clinton to assure that his admi- 
nistration becomes “directly and 
actively engaged in the peace 
process.” 

Georgetown University Profes- 
sor and Chairman of the Centre 
for Policy Analysis on Palestine, 
Hisham Sharabi, also suggested 
that the way to keep the process 


negotiations, but not to impose 
solutions." ought to be con- 
tinued. and be said that Mr. 
Clinton has already “affirmed the 
commitment of the United States 
to the peace process, and its role 
as ‘honest broker* and ‘catalyst' 
to the negotiations.” 

Mr. Sharabi added that the 
president-elect has also made it 
dear that he is concerned for 
“human rights, democracy and 
personal freedom” in the region, 
and he said that such a policy 


addressed. 

John Duke Anthony, president 
of the National Council on U.S.- 
Arab Relations, concentrated on 
key security issues in the Golf, 
saying that die United States 
must not permit itself to be called 
upon again to defend its friends in 
the Middle East. 

“Twice in foe past ten years, 
the United States has mobilised 
and deployed more of its citizens 
to this part of foe world than to 
any other region on earth,” Mr. 


political independence, and ter- 
ritorial integrity,’' bat both cases 
“would have been unnecessary 
bad there been in place a defen- 
sive arrangement that would have 
deterred effectively both of foe 
region's adventurous regimes — 
that of .Saddam Hussein and the 
Ayatollah Khomeini." 

“We diust get it right this 
time,” be said, adding that “not 
having to do it again entails put- 
ting in place something that was 
not there before, and arguably, is 


‘ and m the- watery as J ‘ 

Mr. Anthony saidm 
States should reaffirm ib 
ment to consolidating^ "*■ 
cooperation in areas of 
and defense, possiblyr 
ing a d ee pe ni ng coope' 
intelligence sharing, jo • 
euvers and multi-facetec 
operations. 

Jean AbiNader, pres 
foe U.S. -Arab Chamber 
pierce, advised that.c. 
issues in foe region,.- 
administration would be. , 
define U.S. commercial • • 
“broadly," as they “at - 
complex than export * • 
meat and promoting ay. 
of fair trade." 

U.S. interests, AKNad V 
sed, include both eneqg 
sources and related sea 
forests, as America pure'’*' 
excess of 25 per cent of i - 
roleum needs bom Arm . 
tries — United States h ‘ 
tion Agency. 




Iraq’s medical supplies drop off 


By Barbara Nunn Aziz 


BAGHDAD — “We haven’t had 
emejgency medical supplies or 
food from foe U.N. or other 
NGOs since June,” complained 
the weary-Iooking director of 
Baghdad's chief pediatrics hospit- 
al. 

“The UNICEF office will not 
reply to my calls; the visiting 
American delegation (Medicine 
for Peace) said nothing about 
why they had not brought medic- 
al supplies with them.” Save the 
Children Fund. WHO, Catholic 
Relief Services, Medicines Sans 
Frontieres and most other aid 


agencies have left Iraq and stop- 
ped supplying hospitals and cli- 
nics here with badly needed basic 
medicines. 

“It must be political,” adds 
Director Qassim Ismael without 
offering to elaborate. Indeed 
there have been differences be- 
tween the Iraqi government and 
foe U.N., under whose umbrella 
most foreign relief in Iraq is 
facilitated. The U.N. wanted 
more autonomy; it also insists on 
supplying foe northern Kurdish 
regions within its Iraq budget. 
Other non-governmental orga- 
nisations (NGOs) sending aid 
favour the Kurds as well, says 
Baghdad; this, it maintains, is 
unjustified; moreover, Iraq's 
Ministry of Health insists that it 
must centralise and supervise all 
foreign aid. 

Speaking with Iraqi doctors 
and the public it is apparent that 
the current medical situation m 
Iraq is critical, far worse today 


than after the bombing crippled 
hospitals across foe nation in foe 
winter of 1991. But the problem 
is perhaps less over NGOs* poli- 
cies than with foe general U.N. 
embargo. Medicine and food, 
especially infant food, was to be 
excluded from foe U.N. imposed 
embargo. Yet, only emergency 
supplies found their way in. This 
came through the numerous orga- 
nisations which responded with 
shipments of relief. Whatever 
supplies found their way into 
Iraq’s besieged population fell far 
below even normal needs, offi- 
cials point oat. British aid work- 
ers leaving Iraq in June noted 
that combined gifts of medical 
and infant food from all outside 
humanitarian sources met barely 
10 per cent of the nation's needs. 

UNICEF’s office in Baghdad 
agrees it was not much higher. 
Iraqi government officials say re- 
lief aid met barely S per cent of 
their needs. Thus health officials 
charged with servicing the entire 
population of 18 million feel the 
government might forego even 
fob assistance in its effort to have 
the embargo lifted. If it can 
generate an income, Iraq can buy 
medicines and other needs itself. 

In foe short term, it may seem 
inhuman and ungraceful to lose 
foe 5 to 10 per cent emergency 
aid from departing foreign relief 
agencies. But when foe entire 
population is faced with a medical 
crisis, say Iraqi officials, a new 
strategy is needed. “We will be 
able to serve our entire popula- 


tion which is suffering from lack 
of medicines and milk only if we 
ourselves can buy foe drugs and 
food we need," says Deputy 
Minister of Health Dr. Sbawki 
Marcus. Iraq, be says, has no 
intention of becoming self- 
sufficient in medicine; “It would 
be impossible and impractical. 
We intend to continue buying 
from abroad as before, but we 
can only do fob through unfreez- 
ing our foreign assets and resum- 
ing trade.” The Health Ministry's 
agenda is to demand an end to 
the embargo so Iraq can look 
after itself. 


Drugs were to be exempt from 
the U.N. imposed economic 


Iraq has in the last two decades 
built a highly modern medical 
structure offering high quality 
free medical care to virtually 
everyone across the country. Its 
doctors are among the best 
trained in the world. “In medical 
manpower Iraq b self -sufficient," 
a visiting medical expert says. But 
in drugs and basic medical equip- 
ment Iraq was highly dependent 
on outside supplies. 

Iraq's Director of the Ministry 
of Health Drug Distribution Cen- 
tre, Dr. Ala’a El Dein, his figures 
at his side, notes: “We imported 
S450-S500 million in drugs a year 
from the U.S. and European 
suppliers; 85 per cent ofour (bugs 
were imported; the other 15 per 
cent manufactured in Iraq, relied 
on raw materials (chemical com- 
pounds) from the West. So Iraq 
totally relied on foreign medial 
purchases. 


embargo. But since 1990, foreign 
companies have not responded to 
orders from Baghdad, having 
been coerced or otherwise press- 
ed to ignore the Ministry of 
Health’s requests. Foreign sup- 
pliers refused to offer Iraq credit 
by which to make its drug purch- 
ases. An angry Iraqi official 
points out that “Even $10 million 
worth of medicines we pie-paid 
several suppliers before the 
embargo was not filled. They sent 
us S7 million (out of $17 million) 
of the order and kept the rest.” 

A year ago, when die current 
medical crisis was mounting, Iraq 
signed contracts with five diffe- 
rent nations, applying its foreign 
assets deposited in those coun- 
tries to secure credit against 
which to purchase medicines 
from their respective companies. 
To date, three of foe agreements 
have been partly filled. England 
has sent 32 per cent of the agreed 
$70 million in drugs and food, 
and Spain $1 million; Italy has 
only sent a quarter of what was 
paid for; the other two, Canada 
and Sweden, have yet to deliver 
any of what was agreed upon. 

During tiK past 26 months, 
Iraq's population has survived 
largely on medicines in stock with 
die Ministry of Health. Relief 
medicines are directed to 
emergency needs, such as vac- 
cines, and those are mainly for 
children. Iraq’s general supplies 
are now almost exhausted; be- 


came most medicines are dated, 
many became useless. 

Dr. Ala’a El Dein points out 
that hb department annually 
ordered, 1,200 different drugs as 
well as 400 items of medical 
equipment from abroad, all for 
the civilian population. They 
were for standard chronic dis- 
eases: cancers, heart and renal 
““cases, anaesthesia, insulin as 
well as pain kill era, antibiotics 
and tablets for asthma, flu and 
other common ailments. 

One of these is Desmopressin 
(an anti-diabetic drug aly> sold 
under the name Minurin), manu- 
factured by Ferring AB in 
Sweden. Today Desmopre ssi n is 
impossible to find anywhere in 
Iraq. 


This inora-nasal solution was 
imported by Iraq (10,000 vials a 
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lestmians likely to attend talks 


(Cootkoed from page 1) 


nocs to participate in “dead- 
d K talks with Israel. 

alestinians n ■ said thaI the Paiesti- 

teading as t ^Foreign Minister Farouk A1 
difficult *® r is ^otuni would bring up die 
e two Seem . an it of delay in next week's 
med all forci P 1 ““»«*»* of 

ting that ch ^ non ’ Syria, Jordan and the 
fees the 

*^• 1 ^. Abdul Shafi said that the 
Heights wrx. t> f° r limited autonomy 

ill dividpTTk Kbhc Palestinians was “not 
Jhat Israel h fy> table -” He also denied 
ltua] withdrJ 1 ^ t'w^ ons *>y PLO groups 

labingoveS^l^ “k *5® ‘Sf® ^ 

Deri mi* "‘'^pators had made concessions 

JJSJ™*** of tfe> Israelis. “Had we offered 
man !n fissions, we would not have 

— 

e Svriin F to &xl by AP as saying. 
leteTnH tsanwhile Israeli cabinet 

val s^d Sunday that the 

■e Ter a ? ^*8 b> ^fe 5 would continue de- 
ael ^ ^ Arab warnings that the talks 
S-^“ ma >ind^ooflap*e. 

S®* eenjmer quoted Israeli Foreign 
rii-j- 35 11 a Ppea&*er Shimon Peres as saying 
-T ”! rec ^ion of i “there is no deadlock be- 
-productiv? icj * there will be a continuation 
oieac Oi pafotinTe negotiations.” 
process. After ajftice Minister Moshe Shahal 
•pie on the sidecf.d an Israeli news report that 
s to accord soint atinians a* the talks in 

sen painstaking Jngton gave the Jewish state 


St kttg.tiiiiatum in a letter handed 

ie beacon of bo^bief Israeli negotiator 
'dm Rubinstein, Reuter re* 

Sunday. 

se letter is being misquoted. 


idtngaq pessimistic 


(Cootmued from page 1) 


not Thir- mv Tb i. head of the U.N. special 

a mufti-faceted Iv*** 0 " in char B e rf “"P" 
XK?p^n* ; T’ Iraq’s weapons of mass des- 
SiaiVs “nV.„« », and Hans Btix, director 
Ktn; v.-V ‘ * ! Vienna- based Internation- 

“*coUc Energy Agency, re- 
* , . ible for destroyuig Iraq's 

^rcsKdatjpj potential. ■ 
tms .jriui'.isa Ssier Gulf war ceasefire re- 


sii'd "prianans, Iraq is obliged, among Bag 
or uitn-.riws.c •, tf^ngs. to declare, destroy- Kin 

must ?e r*oijej.i ' 

on uiiwsr«.:mj3H£ 
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and dismantle its weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Kuwait's Information Minister 
Sheikh Saud Nasser A1 Sabah left 
for the U.N. on Saturday to argue 
against any relaxation of U.N. 
sanctions against Baghdad. 

The emirate says about 800 
Kuwaitis are still held in Iraq but 
Baghdad says it does not hold any 
Kuwaitis. 


(Conthmed from page 1) 


Sc»u::r.g x relatively upbeat com- 
mon. s c ia. ^ on, the , negotiations oon- 
>ra:tf T.^vrr.J sharpfy with'S^atements 
m [hr bs: officials at. the dose of • 

and i r ».r,c- aj^ ashington talks.- saying the? 
Mr v.iKeri^rthw had accomplished 

States:- . . 

^Jite dearly we did not make 

but it was very 
because we exchanged a 
. , information and ideas ab-. 

mg c itf "P s -^he various items that we 
j -fon the agenda,” he told 

eu-.c-:- irj 

opera n-;:..'. e hope the Israelis will 
Jc-rn At- ~'j and understand that we 
iht V .s ■ at* proposed to them and get on 
mv-:c. i^ '- he work.” 
issuer r -jr r “Tunis, PLO officials said 
adtrir.:*:^:: 1 '- -dnian leaders were debating 
define l S -^ible delay in the next round 
•'bn - J..» • " ? e peace talks with Israel 
corr»7.;\ !“-■ : j* — ■ ■ - — 

m / r ’i? Qadhaff thinl 

of ----- 

L' S ' 

sed, -Jr - x: (Conthmed fi 

4C-J,r -' : ir,u ."^n oil exports. Colonel 
rerot.'. . ^. ;ifi could then say to his 
cxi‘i5> - : - 'll-: “I was going to give you 
rolear . money but now I can’t do 
ir.e^ — ie diplomat said, 

nor. ya has already complied 

— -oart of the U.N. resolution 
loviding Britain with in- 
tion on its aid to the Irish 


which are due to begin in 
Washington on Dec.. 7. 

Chief Pal&finiaD'*cleJegate 
Haider Abdnl Shaft, spokes- 
woman Hanan Asbrawv, and 
team members Saeb Arekat and 
Azmi Ashoaybi had reported 
overnight on die results of the 
seventh ronnd of talks in 
Washington to a meeting chaired 
by PLO chairman Yasser Arafat. 

Dr. Ashrawi left Tunis for the 
West Bank on Sunday but die 
tails were still taking place. 

The meeting is being boycotted 
by two radical PLO factions, the 
Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine (PFLP) and the 
Damascus-based wing of the 
Democratic Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine (DFLP). 


Qadhaff thinks crisis over 


(Conthmed from page 1) 

s. Colonel Republican Army fighting British 
say to his rule in northern Ireland, 
to give you It said it is also ready to let 
v I can’t do U.N. teams visit Libya to look for. 
d. any alleged training camps for 

y complied terrorists. 

. resolution Libya said it agrees to help 
n with in- France’s investigation of the. 
to the Irish UTA explosion over Niger.' 


Rooms and Wheels 



Shmesani - Abdel Ha meed Sharaf Str. Tel : 687988 


Ai welcomes Royal pardon, calls for right of appeal 


I tiwnfe that the Palestinians ... 
will find an Israeli government 
who will deal seriously with all 
the questions,” Mr. Shahal said. 

On Saturday, Syrian President 
Hafez AI Assad said Israel must 
withdraw completely from the 
Golan Heights before there can 
be peace in the Middle East. 

AP reported that Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin said he 
won't discuss the disptned land 
until he is convinced Syria wants 
peace. Mr. Assad and Mr. Rabin 
remarks appeared in separate in- 
terviews with Time magazine. 

AP quoted Mr. Assad as 
saying: “Nobody in Syria could 
rive up one inch of land in the 
Golan.” “Every Syrian believes 
deep in his heart that whoever 
yields a part of his land is a traitor 
and the fate of traitors is well 
known.” 

Mr. Rabin did not rule out a 
complete withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights. 

In a related development. Mr. 
Peres said French President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand, due in the region 
this week, remained a friend to 
Israel despite urging the Jewish 
state to negotiate with the PLO. 

“He’s entitled to his views, this 
doesn’t change the fact that be 
remains a very good and impor- 
tant friend of the state of Israel,” 
Reuter quoted Mr. Peres as 
saying. 


Amnesty International press release 


AMNESTY International has 
welcomed a general amnesty 
issued by His Majesty King Hus- 
sein on Nov. 12, 1992 resulting in 
the release of hundreds of prison- 
ers, including political prisoners 
and detainees. The Human 
Rights Organisation has also wel- 
comed the King’s announcement 
on Nov. 5 of his commitment to 
increase respect for human rights 
— but has renewed its call for the 
right of appeal to be introduced 
before the State Security Court. 

Among those known by 
Amnesty International to have 
been released following the 
amnesty announcement are Laith 
Sbbeilat and Yaqoub Qarrash, 
two members of Parliament, and 


Ahmad AI Ayubi and Abdul 
Hamid Idkcdck. two shop own- 
ers. Two days before, they had 
been convicted and sentenced to 
between 10 and 20 years’ impris- 
onment by the State Security 
Court on charges including mem- 
bership in an illegal, violent orga- 
nisation, Harakat Shabab AI 
Nafir Ai Islami, the Movement of 
the Youth of tbe Islamic Call to 
Arms, and possession of weapons 
and explosives. 

Also released were Moham- 
mad Abu Mai dan and Tareq 
Qubi’ah, two prisoners of consci- 
ence who were members of the 
Islamic Liberation Party in Jor- 
dan (LPJ). They had been 
arrested in 1991 for speaking out 


publidy and distributing leaflets 
against peace negotiations with 
Israel: they were tried by tbe 
State Security Court on charges 
including membership of an illeg- 
al, violent organisation. At the 
trial, the State Security Court 
concluded that neither the LPJ, 
nor those of its members on trial, 
had used or advocated violence in 
pursuit of their objective — the 
establishment of an Islamic state 
headed by a Caliph. However, it 
ruled that the LPJ was an illegal 
organisation and on those 
grounds convicted the defen- 
dants. They were serving sent- 
ences of one and a half years' 
imprisonment. Three others tried 
with them were sentenced to one 
year's imprisonment and were. 


released earlier in 1992 after the 

expiry of their sentences. 

Other political prisoners re- 
leased under the amnesty include 
prisoners convicted of violent off- 
ences in previous years by the 
Martial Law Court, abolished in 
April 1992, and the State Security 
Court. They included members of 
the Jaysh Mohammad group tried 
in 1991. 

Those released also indnded a 
number of political detainees who 
were under interrogation or fac- 
ing trial before the State Security 
Court, among them nine sus- 
pected members of Hamas, an 
Islamic Palestinian group, who 
were arrested in 1991 and 1992. 
Another of those released, Ibra- 
him Sirbil, bad been detained 


since August on suspicion of be- 
longing to another Islamic group 
while two others, Durgham Haia- 
sa and his brother, both members 
of the Party of Popular Unity, 
had been detained for over one 
month apparently on suspicion of 
possessing weapons. 

In his speech on Nov. 5, King 
Hussein Bin -Talal appealed for 
Jordanians to “open wide the 
gates of freedom, democracy, 
pluralism and respect for human 
rights,” so as to make Jordan a 
model for the Arab World. 
Amnesty Internationa] welcomes 
this call and also the King's 
emphasis on the importance of 
supporting and protecting institu- 
tions such as the judiciary, which 
he made dear to Prime Minisrer 


Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker on Nov. 
12 . 

However, Amnesry Interna- 
tional considers that an important 
measure to strengthen and en- 
hance the credibility of the judid- 
ary would be the introduction of 
the right of appeal in all courts in 
Jordan. Amnesty International 
urges that the necessary legisla- 
tive initiatives for this should be 
taken during the next parliamen- 
tary session beginning on Dec. 1. 
The right of appeal is an essential 
safeguard for fair trial — its 
introduction in all courts would 
also bring Jordan into line with 
the relevant provisions of the 
International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights, to which it is 
already a state party. 


GATT deal would brighten long-term growth outlook 


By Alan Wheatley 
Reurer 


PARIS — Like a powerful but 
slow-working drug, a deal to 
liberalise trade would re invigo- 
rate the world economy over time 
and, by boosting confidence in 
the short run, could even ease the 
recession gripping many coun- 
tries. 

Success in tbe Uruguay round 
of trade talks organised by the 
General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT) looked tanta- 
lisingly within grasp after the 
U.S. and die European Com- 
munity settled a long-running 
trade dispute on Friday. 

“I believe it is a remarkable 
opportunity to help lift the world 
out of tbe recession. It is dearly 
the single most important event 
that the industrial world 
needed.” Britain’s Prime Minis- 
ter John Major said. 


He said a deal could boost 
trade by $150 billion a year. 

That figure is in the range 
accepted by most economists, 
who also agree that growing trade 
has been fundamental to the 
boom in living standards since 
World War 0. 

It is no coincidence that econo- 
mic weakness in the past two 
years has been accompanied by a 
slowdown in trade. Volumes 
grew by just 1.5 per cent in 1991. 
the slowest pace since 1985. 

Completing the Uruguay round 
should help reverse this trend, 
especially as its scope is so ambi- 
tious. 

For the first time negotiators 
are aiming to write free-trade 
roles for agriculture, textiles, ser- 
vices, intellectual property rights 
and trade-related investment. 


“A successful conclusion to the 
round would help lift the world 
economy out of recession by pro- 
viding predictable and stable 
trading rules,” the securities 
house Barclays de Zoete Wedd 
said in a report. 

Economists at Credit Suisse First 
Boston (CSFB) said the gains could 
be substantial. “Estimates sug- 
gest that world trade may in- 
crease by up to three per cent a 
year mainly through the impact of 
trade in services and agriculture,” 
they said. 

Services trade alone was worth 
S680 billion in 1989. accounting 
for 19 per cent of world trade. By 
contrast, the total value of trade 
covered by the last multilateral 
talks, the 1973-1979 Tokyo 
round, was just $155 billion. 

CSFB said the gainers of a 


Yemenis ignore strike 

(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Saleh, appearing on Sanaa Opposition parties say that 
Television, urged people to re- under the May 1990 unification 
□ounce political disputes and re- accord between North Yemen 
sort to democracy and dialogue to and formerly Marxist South Ye- 
solve their differences. men. genera! elections should be 

“The important thing is that held before Nov. 22 this year and 
the people should know how to the country’s ruling institutions 
administrate the art of solving should be dissolved. 


differences and crisis in a civilised 
manner,” be said. 


“All constitutional bodies are 
illegitimate as of today and until 



, But Omar AI Jawi. secretary- the-dections are held in April 
^neraf of the. opposition Yemen . 27,’ TMr. Jawi said. 

Unionist Gathering, skid the ” Abdul Rahman AI Jefri, leader 
statement bad been seen as “a—bf the influential pro-Saudi 
threat to the merchants to keep League of the Sons of Yemen, 
their shops open” and that secur- told Reuters on Saturday that the 
ity men palled down street slo- government had banned publka- 


gans calling for the strike. 


tion of a joint supplement by the 


“Some government employees opposition’s weekly newspapers 
refused to work but their super- on the reasons for the strike, 
iors who are members in the He said the government 
ruling party forced them to threatened legal action because 
work.” be told Reuters. the papers are only allowed to 

He said more than 40 opposi- publish supplements separately, 
tion parties, unions and societies Mr. Jefri said the coalition had 
would meet on Monday to discuss to abide by the order after print- 
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future steps. 


ing 25,000 copies. 


GATT deal, if the 108 contract- 
ing parties can agree, would be 
concentrated in the industrial 
world, since very few developing 
countries, with the exception of 
Korea, are major service expor- 
ters or can match the rich world 
in terms of agricultural efficiency. 

Ironically, France, whose 
Prime Minister Pierre Beregovoy 
rejected the farm pact on Satur- 
day, would be a major benefici- 
ary of a GATT pact as it is the 
second biggest provider of ser- 
vices. 

Other winners would include 
efficient farm exporters, such as 
the United States, Argentina, 
Australia and New Zealand. 

Service sectors that could 
boom would include telecom- 
munications, financial services, 
construction and transport, while 
consumers in Europe should be- 
nefit over time from cheaper 
food, the CSFB economists said. 


There would be losers, too. A 
study by the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and De- 
velopment projects that the 
Maghreb, sub-Saharan Africa 
and the Mediterranean countries 
would see their incomes shrink, 
by 0.2 per cent to. 0.6 per cent 
over a decade, as a result of lower 
farm prices. 

But developing countries as a 
whole would reap net gains of 
about $91 billion after a decade 
thanks to the easier access to 
industrial markets that a GATT 
deal would give them, tbe OECD 
report, by the think tank’s de- 
velopment centre, says. 

As for the 24 rich nations of the 
OECD, their gains would come 
to $104 billion. Together the ex- 
tra output after a decade would 
total $195 billion, or one per cent 
of world production. 

Bat some policy-makers dislike 
•trying to quantify long-term be* 


nefits. Much more important’ 
they say, is the short-term impact 
on confidence, that elusive key to 
economic success that is so con* 
spicuously lacking rip.ht now. ^ 
“A fundamental element in 
restoring confidence and improa 
ving growth prospects would be 
successful and quick conclusion* 
of the Uruguay round.” tho 
OECD's economic policy com : 
mi tree said this month. “How cart 
businesses plan their operation* 
and invest if they do not knovi 
what the rules of the game are tq 
be?” ; 

Dominique ‘Strauss-Kahir, 
France’s trade and industr^ 
minister, does not dispute that a 
GATT accord would be useful 
But, like other French officials 
fighting a rearguard action 
against the farm pact, he wans 
against pinning all the hopes foi 
economic recovery on trade libei^ 
alisation. ^ 
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JORDAN MARKET PL A CE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKMG, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 




CROWN 

BSTTL EST. 
Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air, Sea and Land 


SAB QfflTBE rOS QRgI SMS 
YOUR BEST CHOICE 


t=J ^$r$/autan/ 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 




Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12^30 -3.30 pm 
7.30 -tl. 30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Ibwards Sidcfccto 


Tel: 659519 659520 





* Kais Dryclean, 1 Hr. Service 

☆ Shoes repair ☆ Engraving 

* Keys Service 

☆ Uphoistry. curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 82TS5S, Fax 
828163 




AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 
UM-I5tiO & 1&M-23& 

Tel: 03-314415 



Tflfa'lft S#*, ^l/iUetae 

for ftin ac cure ' 


Tbt Hnt Spa in the Middle East based on hot Sothsous mineral Water 
Springs (A high mineral Concentration for the One of 
■ mmwflrtwH ■ Arthritis ' Sinusitis * Digestive diseases 
Or Just for blood circulation enhancement 

50% Discount 

3 On Room Rates 

For Ron Jordanians ’ Residents “ 

AU ■ 668371/3 . 668379 . 688310 - LauUm i 08 SMSOfl 





Professkwal OuaBty in 
1 Hour SerVSoe 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop mid get> 

• JUMBO photo 
s&ee 30% farmer 

* Free enfargre- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisaci - Op©. Gnndlays 
Bank. Phone; 604042 
Swefieh tel: S23891 


r CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

, 6:30 - Midnight . 


JKWiAH JEWESS WOTJSTT 

inMiSIKJffil 


m mm 


announces its new service 
AMMAN - AIRPORT - AMMAN 

with its modem air-conditioned 
buses. 

Departure every half an hour from 
either Abdali Bus Station or JETT 
Headquarters. 

Fare: 750 tils per trip. 

Enquiries: 664146 


4 RENT & SALE 

■- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810309 
Fax: 810520 


MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chineso Foods 




Open n-J0-S:X A 6 00-11:30 daily 


TUbe away Is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel / 
[TeL 681922, Amman] I yiQs 

Once Tasted /vj^ 
ahwtl* Loved /vy 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabat Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Giris School 

Take away fat available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638966 


The First Class Hotel in 
'Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 
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Businessmen 



The Business Centre of Amman 


Translation 


Desk Top Publishing yi 

Slide Presentation 

Fax & Courier Service v 


Mil VMbMi - Oppeffc lunnflp IfefpM - AMMAN 


















A 


A 

:n 

:h 

tv. 

pk 


ha 
A I 

K; 


mi 

.in 

O# 

nu 

?.*n 


rii; 

fee 


t:ri 


iep 

an 

kj' 

be 

to 


<n 

ho 


er; 

C».H 

to 

OfJ 

me 


sii? 

ex 

Ka 

n!i 

kj 

Mi 


f ' 
A: 


l! 


le 

la 

Si 


m 

fo 

A 

Of 

CO 

Sc 

cil 


tie 

st 

m. 

CD 

PC 


ca 
ch 
at i 
we 
Itii 


pT 

fill 

N: 


cle 

tio 

m. 

an 


ui 

tWi 

sin 

1 

wo 

pey 

tro 


... 





Sports 



JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, NOVEMBER^ 







Munich widen lead 


BERLIN (AP) — A spectacular 
long-distance goal by Lothar 
Matlfiaeus Saturday helped lift 
Bayern Munich to a 4-2 road win 
against Bayer Leverkusen in Ger- 
man First Division Soccer League 
play. 

The World Cup hero's first 
goal of the season snapped a 1-1 
tie with Leverkusen inthe 69th 
minute, as he slammed a straight 
shot from 30 metres out into the 
net. Munich's win allowed the 
first-place team to widen its lead 
against its closest rivals. 

Playing at 'home, FC Schalke 
held Eintracht Frankfurt to a 
scoreless draw. Frankfurt held 
onto a share of second place 
despite the unexpected tie with 
the 12th-place clud. 

Werder Bremen beat Borussia 
Moenchenglabbach 2-0 at home 
to move into a tie for second 

- place, while this year's surprise 
team, Karlsruhe Sc, turned in 
another impressive performance, 
stopping FC Cologne 3-1. 

AT Leverkusen, a crowd of 
27,000 watched their team jump 
to a 1-0 halftime lead over 
Munich on midfielder Heiko 
Scholz’s goal in the 11th minute. 
After that the visitors dominated 
play as Jorginho’s tying shot in 
the 50th minute was followed by 
Matthaeus' go-ahead goaf. 

Striker Jan Wouters added an 
.insurance goal for Munich in the 
75th minute. Midfielder Andreas 
•Thom scored a late goal for the 
. home team, while striker Dnmo 
Labbadia hammered in one for 
the visitors. 

- FC Schalke remained the only 
. league team without a home vk- 

- tory after their scoreless duel with 
■ Frankfurt. The visitors controlled 

play in the first half, but failed to 
convert their edge into scoring 
chances. 

Frankfurt striker Anthony 
Yedoah. the league's leading 
scorer, twice failed to turn scor- 
ing opportunities in the second 
half into the deciding goal. 

A (ate score by striker Fritz 
Walter endeg a winless drought 


for VFB Stuttgart as they strug- 
Borussia 


gled past inury-riddled 
Dortmund at home before 28,000 
spectators. Walter's goal in the 
85th minute gave the defending 
champions their fust win in four 
games. 

Karlruhe SC remained un- 
beaten at home in front of 18,000 
people by jumping to a quick lead 
against FC Cologne. Russian 
national Sergei Kirayofcov knock- 
ed in his eighth goal of the season 
in the 17th minute, while midfil- 
der Manfred Bender scored in the 
55th minute. 


FC Kaiserslautern extended its 
unbeaten streak to three games 
with a 5-0 rout of Bayer Uerbing- 
en on the road in front of 8,000 
people. 

In other games, Hamburg' SV 
beat FC Saardrueckea 3-0 at 
borne. VFL Bochum drew 2-2 
with Dynamo Dresden in its own 
stadium and FC Nuremberg 
edged Wattenshied 2-1. also at 
home. 


Barcelona bomb Zaragoza 6-1 


Deportivo de la Coruna, atop 
the Spanish First Division since 
the first week of the season, finds 
itself in a must-win situation to 
stay there following a lopsided 
win Saturday by Barcelona and a 
tie by Real Madrid. 

Barcelona, the two-time de- 
fending league champions, slam- 
med home-team Zaragoza 6-1 be- 
hind two goals each by Dutch 
defender Ronald Koeman, for- 
ward Aitor Deguiristain and 
Bulgarian striker Hristo Stoich- 
kov. 

Stoicbkov leads the league with 
12 goals. 

Real Madrid tied 1-1 at Cadiz. 

Barcelona has 17 points and 
Real Madrid has 16 points, both 
after 11 matches. Deportivo, 
which plays a tough match at No. 
4 Atletico de Madrid, has 16 
points in 10 matches. A win 
would give the Galician club 18 
points and keep it in first place. 


Wilkins scores 41 points 
as Hawks beat Celtics 


By the Associated Press 

DOMINIQUE WELKINS scored 
. 41 points and grabbed j 16 re- 
bounds as the Atlanta Hawks 
finally won a home game, beating 
the Boston Celtics 116-lOV Satur- 
day night. 

Wilkins, reaching the 40-point 
level for the 46th time in his 
career, shot 16-for-27 from the 
field as Atlanta posted its first 
victory in four games at the Omni 
this season and extended Bos- 
ton's losing streak to five games, 

; its longest since February 1989. 

Stacey Augmon matched his 
season-high* with 22 points in 
helping the Hawks end a three- 
game losing streak and beat the. 
Celtics for the seventh time in 
their last eight meetings. 

The Celtics dropped to 2-7, 
their worst start since opening 
2-12 in 1978-79, the year before 
the arrival of Lairy Bird, who 
■ retired before tbe start of this 
season. 

Clippers 111, Sons 107 

In Los Angeles, the Clippers 


overcame a 44-point, 17-rebound 
effort by Charles Barkley, using 
27 points by Ron Harper to end a 
four-game winning streak by 
Phoenix. 

„ Playing his seventh game for 
the Suns, Barkely scored six more 
points than be did in any of his 75 
games last season with Phi- 
ladelphia. He has 81 points in two 
games this season against the 
Clippers, including 37 on opening 
night, when the Suns inaugurated 
their new arena with a 111-105 
triumph. 

Kevin Johnson, making his 
regular-season debut after mis- 
sing tbe first six games with a 
strained groin, had 10 points and 
seven assists for Phoenix. 


Sspersonics 138, Pistons 101 

In Seattle, Gary Payton scored 
a season-high 21 points and Dana 
Barros came off tbe bench for 19 
for tbe Snpersonics against the 
Detroit Pistons. 

The Pistons lost their fourth 
straight game and dropped into 
last place in tbe Central Division. 
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UT Bedouin’s Bazaar Exhibition 

SPECIAL PRICES will be offered on very rare and 
unique handcrafted bedouin and oriental rues, carpets, 
brass, copper, silver jeweller/, embroidery and all kinds of 
gifts anc souvenirs. . . 

LOCATED: . next to the Amems" -cym Autcmob.ie 

Club-Street, near Chilli House Rev >. ' 

Tel: 824485 - open daily from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

’rtuna M tma 


THE LOVING WORK OF A LIFETIME 


North-South vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 
4 A K 4 3 
? K 9 7 2 
: Q 6 5 

* 9 5 

WEST EAST 

* Q 6 5 2 * J 10 8 7 

P J 8 t 6 3 

Void . K 9 4 3 

♦ QJ8643 2+AK7 

SOUTH 

* 9 

TA Q 10 5 4 
:■ A J 10 8 7 2 

* 10 

The bidding; 

South West North East 

I : 3* Obi 4* 

4 : 5 * Dbl 

5 ■? Pass 6 


Opening lead: Two of ♦ 

Perhaps the most innovative 
thinker of modem bridge is Alvin 
Roth. From his fertile mind have 
sprung such conventions as the 
Negative Double and Forcing No, 
Trump, staples in the armory of ev- 1 ■ 
ery modern partnership. Now, at 
the ripe young age of 77, Rbtb has 
written a book that is sure to be- 
come a classic \ Picture Bridge, by 
Alvin Roth. Granovetter Books, 


hard cover, 317 p.p., $24.95. Avail- 
able from Granovetter Books, 18 
Village View BlufF, Balls ton Lake, 
N.Y. 12019). Still built on tbe foun- 
dation of sound opening bids and 
constructive major-suit raises, there 
is a fair amount of new ground cov- 
ered. Some of the ideas will be 
adopted by the majority of players. 
Others seem almost strange. AD are 
interesting and worthy of consider- 
ation. Not a book for the beginner, 
but a must for everyone elae'a 
bookshelf. 

North’s double was Roth's Nega- 
tive Double— a takeout for the two 
unhid suits. Since it did not guaran- 
tee four cards in each major suit. 
South had to have Eve hearts to hid 
the suit at the five- level, and U or 
12 red cards. So North's raise to six 
hearts was well reasoned. 

Under normal circumstances, the 
contract would have been a breeze. 
East was a stohg favorite to hold the 
king of diamonds, so the only loser 
rated to be a dub. Unfortunately, 
the distribution was unkind. West, 
Norman Kay of Philadelphia, led 
the deuce of clubs — a most hw»»um» 1 
choice which East, Edgar Kaplan of 
New York, had no trouble reading. 
East won the club trick mid re- 
turned a diamond, and West's niff 
finished matters early. 


Becker beats Courier, wins ATP title 


FRANKFURT (AP) — Boris 
Becker celebrated his 25th birth- 
day Sunday by winning the ATP 
tour World Championship, beat- 
ing top-ranked Jim Courier 6-4, 
6-3, 7-5 in the final. 

It was Becker's second title in 
tbe season ending tournament 
and tibe first since the event 
moved to his native Germany In 
1990. 

BeckeT’s victory meant that he 
will move up two places to No. 5 
in the world rankings. Courier, 
who has now lost two world 
championship finals in a row, was 
assured of finishing the year as 
No. 1 when Becker eliminated 
Stefan Ed berg in the quarterfin- 
als Friday. 

Tbe German collected 
$625,000 for the title and a total 
of $1,090,000 for the week, while 
Courier took home $465,000. 

Becker dominated tbe final, 
scoring breaks in tbe seventh 
game of the first two sets. 

After trading breaks at the 
start of the third, Becker con- 
verted his second match point, 
winning tbe title in two hours, 24 
minutes. 



Boris Becker 


Seles, Navratilova 
reach Virginia Slims final 


NEW YORK (AP) — There are 
different paths to a Virginia Slims 
Championships title match. Mar- 
tina Navratilova escaped Lori 
McNeil's latest upset bid Satur- 
day, while Monica Seles had help 
from her opponent. 

Navratilova, at 36 the oldest 
player in the tournament, beat 
back McNeil 7-6 (7-5), 6-4, be- 
fore Seles eliminated an error- 
prone Gabriela Sabatini 7-6 (8-6), 
6 - 1 . 

Sunday's unique best-of-5-sets 
final will tx. worth $250,000 to tbe 
winner, with $120,000 to the 
runner-op. It is the only time 
during the year that women play 
more than three sets. 

Seles, seeking her third straight 
Virginia Slims Championships 
crown, and Sabatini engaged in a 
crowd-pleasing baseline battle 
with both players able to fins off 
scorching ground strokes and use 
the entire court. 

But in that game, nobody’s 
better than Seles. So Sabatini, 
realising, jshe couldn’t beat the 
; world’s top-ran ked player ,by out- 
hitting her from the baseline, 
changed JUwtifgy .. 

It wasn't that successful. 
Adding to tbe Argentine’s woes, 
her serve deserted her. 

The two were evenly matched 
through tbe first set, with neither 
able to dominate nor able to hold 
serve. When Seles finally pre- 
vailed in the tiebreak, the winner 
coming on a backhand volley 
cross-court, it appropriately came 
on Sabathn’s serve. 

“I think it was important for 
me to win tbe first set,” Seles 
said. “I was up so many times, I 
had so many chances. Then I got 
defensive and she started attack- 
ing.” 

Then things got ugly for tbe 
1988 Slims Championships win- 
ner. In the opening game of the 
second set, Sabatini double- 


faulted three times, the last com- 
ing on break point. 

“I probably lost a little concen- 
tration,” Sabatini said, explaining 
her double-faults. “I was not 
serving very well the whole 
match.” 

By reaching the title match, 
Seles broke her record for earn- 
ings in a single year. She is 
guaranteed a minimum of 
$2,492352 in 1992 Kraft tour 


earnings, eclipsing her 1991 re- 
,457.758. 


cord of $2 


If she wins the final, Seles will 
raise her earnings to $2.622352. 

Navratilova is seeking her first 
title in this season-ending event 
since 1986. Yet McNeil was as 
much a winner as the veteran 
Navratilova. 


McNeil wasn't supposed to be 
in the semifinals of this 16-player 
event. She wasn’t even supposed 
to last past the first round. 

But the American shocked 
second-seeded Steffi Graf in the 
first round, then upset No. 8 
Conehita Martinez In the Quar- 
terfinals. 


‘ Then-Navratilova felt her sting. 

Navratilova may have won the 
battle, but McNeil won much 
more — respect for her quietly 
efficient ail-court game — a game 
that came dose to putting her 
into the title match. 

How dose? 

McNeil led 5-4 in the first-set 
tiebreak and had two serves com- 
ing. Sbe lost them both, then the 
set as Navratilova won tbe final 
three points. 

“1 had no right to win that first 
set,” Navratilova said. 


Then, after Navratilova had 
built a 5-2 lead in second set and 
was serving for the match, 
McNeil broke her at 30, then 
held, forcing tbe left-hander to 
serve for the match again. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Sainz makes early running in British Rally 


CHESTER (R) — Spaniard Carlos Sainz made the early running 
in the three-way battle for the World Rallying crown when he 
took the lead on the first morning of the British RAC Rally 
Sunday His two rivals for the championship, Lancia team mates 
Juha Kankkunen of Finland and Frenchman Didier Aunol, 
appeared to hold back a little on Sunday’s Short Circuit and 
Parkland stages, saving themselves for the long forest stages of 
the next three days. The closest challengers to Sainz and Ins 
Toyota after the first five special stages were Britons Colin 
McRae and Malcolm Wilson. 


Four records set in swimming championships 


HELSINKI (AP) — Sweden docked the fastest time ever in the 
men’s 200-metre freestyle relay in one minute, 27.94 seconds and 
three other world bests were set Saturday at the European Sprint 
Swimming Championships. Par Lindstrom, Goran Titus, Joakim 
Holmqvist and Peter Parlklo swam the 50-metre legs for the 
Swedish quartet, which bettered the previous record set by 
Germany 18 months ago by just one hundredth of a second. 
Germany was second in 1:28.14 and Russia third in 1:29.99. Jam 
Sievinen of Finland and Swedes Louise and Jan Karlsson, who are 
not related, set world bests in other races. Sievinen won the 
100-metre medley final in 53.78 seconds, bettering the previous 
world’s best of 54.66 set by Germany’s Josef Hladky on March 16, 
1991, in Bonn, Germany. 


Agreement reached on S.F. Giants 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — Giants owner Bob Lurie and a group 
of San Francisco investors have reached agreement on the sale of 
the baseball team for $100 million, a spokesman for Mayor Frank 
Jordan said Saturday. The deal, which would keep the team in 
San Francisco, must still be approved by Major League Baseball. 
Lurie, who had signed a contract last August to sell the team for 
$115 million to invetors in St Petersburg, Florida, will retain a $10 
million interest interest as a limited partner for four years. Major 
League owners are expected to vote on the sale at their winter 
meetings in Louisville, Kentucky, December 7-9. 


U.S. Olympic champion wins two races 


OSLO (AP) — Olympic champion Bonnie Blair of the United 
States coasted to easy victories in the 500 and 1,000-metre races at 
the Sigrid-Lopet Speedskating meet Saturday. Blair clocked 42.34. 
seconds in the sprint race at the Valle Hovin Oval, beating 
runnerup Edel Therese Hoiseth of Norway by 37 bundreths of a 
second. In the 1 ,000 Blair’s winning time was 1 :27.61. Marte Mari 
Nordby of Norway was A .distant second in 1:34.32. Blair, 28, won 
both events earlier this year at the Winter Olympics in Albertvil- 
le, France, Blair also won the 500 in the 1988 Calgary Olympics. 
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HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR MONDAY NOVEMBER 23, jg 

By Thomas $. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Fd 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: En- 
gage in what ever interests you 
today that has to do with charm 
beauty, the romantic or lighter side 
of life, art, music, culture and any 
like interest that wiH lift -your 
spirits. 


be resolved by an pbj 
versation beCmen.tbat 
didoes are caster. . . 


V*** 




ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Consider well what a person you 
are connected with in a financial 
arrangement exp e cts o£ yon after 
which you can handle business 
matters wisely. 


UBRA! (September 23 
22) Your difference: 
family and. an outside 
be settled after noon so 
tune-think of a coarse c- 
which to do so. 


JAUSUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 
communication you receive is not 
at all dear so deal act upon it until 
you have clarified senders motives, 
men a partner backs your pet 
project. 


SCORPIO: (Octobers 
her 21) Look- far 'ad 
interest by .which you ? 
to further your growfc’ 
vdopment after first si 
sides of (his prqpw.' T , 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Whatever your practical aims are 
now make sure you carefully plant 
for gaining them into experts 
who can aid you, then devise better 
budgeting. 


SAGITTARIUS^ 
December 21) Year a* 
just what a vodure.ia 
want to engage wifi c« 
you consult with a hu$ 
you have tbe answer.-.-' 


MOON CHILD REN: (Jane 22 to 
Jtdy 21) Yon are not sore just bow 
to treat an outside associate so be 
governed by that persons attitude 
to which yon wifi Ik very sensitive. 


CAPRICORN: (Deceit 
January 20) You can we 
to an emotional pc- 
annoys you with good' 
lowing so that the rdatf 
be much improved! ' ~ 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Con- 
sider well a private amiety in the 
daytime and don't let it keep yon 
fussing and fuming but later you 
see ways to gain support for what- 
ever your activities. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Difference of opinion between 
your attachment and a friend can 


AQUARIUS: (January 2 
ary 19) Keep your nm 
duties today and avoid j 
don to get involved jr 
traneous matter that-' 
but interesting. 


PISCES: (February 2f 
20) You are not cerial 
much an antidpalsed en - 

will cost you but by - 
you should have afl ^ - 
make your pbn&... |. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Hfih 
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“When family comes to dinner wej 
.end up fighting. Maybe we should ? 
— the^turkey with tranquiUzersPV 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD! 
by Henri Arnold and Be 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
a»lettorto oochpq ii H ra.tofonn 
lour ordinary worts. 


UGLLY 

XI 


OSOME 


a 


ULSSET 


nnr 


SPOUTH 


n t: 




HE STOOP' OP - 
ANC7 SPOKE UP, 
BUT FOK&OT HOT 
TO VO TH/6. ' 


Now arrange the circled W* 
form the surprise ansv*r,«A 
gestad by the above carte® f,-. 


Print answer hem: (JJ LJ C 


Saturday's 


(Answers ton 

Jumbles: CRAZY PARKA GULLET MISERY 
Answer What you have to be in order to study 
harp— "PLUCK-Y” 


THE Daily Crossword by 


Diane C. Baldwin 


ACROSS 
1 Jason's ship 
5 Mora chaste 
ID Grasse the — of 
(bribe) 

14 — out (rescue) 

15 — Gay 

16 Confused 

17 Like-minded 
fonts 

20 Made beloved 

21 Nerd 

2 Barnyard tyke 
23 CAT. tor one 
25 Gun arable 
29 Smashes 

33 Blokes 

34 Covered wttri 


35 Govt ora 

38 Quite sen- 
satisfied 

40 With it 

41 Corridor 

42 Sommer of me 
movies 

43 Meeting 
participant 

45 Rabbits 

47 Whoppers 
““ member 


46 Fi 

48 S 

51 Rower 
56 Look Old tor 
numerouno 
59 Tnk wfiefly 
50 Desiderata 
61 Sons tor iwo 
82 Cuprite and 
azurtts 

63 Fencing gear 

64 British weapon 



12 Season's Mn 

13 Blemish 

16 Hit. Munro 
19 First name in 
mystery 

23 Mold 

24 Lawyer's 


DOWN 

1 Cleric 

2 Man" 

(Hoffman tlm) 

3 Endrde 

t'zzr 

BPnda 
9 "Nor m a — 

10 Inventor 
protector 

11 Tamils nama 


25 Brash letter 

26 Proofreader's 
mark 

27 Taka fri as one'i 
awn 

28 Fresno school 

letters 

29 Wet land 

30 Paris school 

31 Ozzie'sboy 

32 Purposes 
3* Burros 

37 — pastry 

38 Henchman 

39 Partof 35A: 

abbr. 

44 Gladdens 

45 Gentle touch 

46 Chances 


Finnnn nnnn 
nnmn nnrr, n 
nnnnmnnnnnoia- 
nnn nnn 
nnnnnnnnuRfi 
mnn nrv 

nnnn nnnrcn w 

SUV 

ncin nnfl 

nnnnmnnnrinnn' 
nrnnn nnan 
nrrenn nnnn 
rannn nnnn 



in i 


48 "Inferno- man 

49 Sprint 

50 Roof overhang 

51 Vanished 


64 it's «**-),** 


55 MW** 

56 To**-" 


52 Odds' partner 57 . 


53 Not mas. or fem. 581 
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Jordan Times 


Markets m co '® p * ration with 

be reso| Ved Cairo Amman Bank ^ 

t,ct ^ : U ' S_ D ® nar I"*wb»*(omI Markets ^ 

Foreign Exchange Market S ummar y 
ESUSlS * (November 16-November 20, 1992) 

* llH * 

srrkDD AMMAN — The dollar broke its week-long ’'technical retreat 

ber Monday and "“W to 1.5928 marks, surprising many. Obser- 
ve reiV 1 * 0 *!?' vcrs m ^ u1taincd **““ rally was again a matter of European 

to funhS caTTCOacs weataiess. The mark came under pressure after the 
vek>prjem ^' 0 t re k ase a ^i 01 econcanic report by the Eve major economic 
sides of II 3 ** fc institutes in Germany, dubbed as the “Five Wise Men." The 
^ Pfflft report bad forecasted a flat German economic growth for 1993. 
SAGITTab« British politics and declining Swiss money market interests rates 
DccembeT^ added . fnrtfaer pressure to the pound and the Swiss franc, 
just what a" ' V respectively. In contrast, the dollar was bouyed by the release of 
want to e n sorae P ositiv e economic data. 

you consuif^A The U.S. unit edged back slightly Tuesday, as traders 
y°u have ajjji cautiously resumed taking profit on the dollar. The general 
■ perception was that the previous week's correction phase was in 
CAPRjcorv. its final stages, as most of the accumulated long positions have 
January 20 ^ already been liquidated. 

to ®n einoii^* Heavy capital outflows from Sweden lately and failure of the 
J""?* 5 >ou *„i Riksbank, Sweden's central bank, to defend its currency, 
fuelled speculation of a possible devaluation. Said speculation 
uch unpnjj^ came to a head Wednesday, bringing the Scandinavian curren- 
An ,, cies in particular and European currencies in general, under 

w wfu u M* Med pressure. This boosted the mark’s cross rates, thus 
dutiiipvS^ reflecting adversely on the dollar. 

lion The Swiss franc declined, nevertheless, despite being a 

ir an eons i., jJ^noa-ERM currency, on fears that a referendum on joining the 
but inierK^ 1 ^European Economic Area will be defeated on Dec. 4th. 

As the mark rallied sharply against European currencies 
PISCES: iFebn*^ urs< k!P’ dollar dipped to 1.CT15 marks, its lowest of the 
20 ) yea week. The rush into marks followed Sweden's announcement that 
much an amkfeJ** was abandoning its efforts to peg the krone to the ECU. a 
win coni ^ "Tit move which practically amounted to an official devaluation, 
yoa ihoW b[ Sweden’s decision, in fact, -was preceded by a similar one by 
make your pi* 'Finland last September, which had prompted Sweden to hike 

the inter-bank interest rate temporarily to 75 per cent to squash 

"""devaluation fears at that time. Although not fully-fledged 

-^members of the EC, Sweden and Finland, together with other 

p . Scandinavian countries, had pegged their currencies to the ECU 


The dollar posted a sharp rebound at the end of the week, 
however, breaching resistance at 1.6050 marks due to safe haven 
demand. It dosed at its highest levels of die week, 
j Observers maintained that in the aftermath of the Swedish 
-v revaluation, expectations became unanimous that an ERM 

✓ 7,-0 r ^realignment was inevitable, and was likely to materialize over 
weekend. The timing remained, however, a subject for 
Li peculation. Some observers thought that a more likely date was 

( \ \ ^Dec.' 10th, 1992, when the Bundesbank sets its monetary growth 

^, :ar gsL Analysts agreed, though, that foe EC could not afford to 
BBraaSy /. jetey the decision for more than three months, under any 
V^arcumstances. 


( : mm 


mm York Closing Rates for Major Currencies Against tba 
IS. Dollar 
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B undesbank may cut short- term rates 

Peseta, escudo devalued to ease EC currency strains 


BRUSSELS (R) — The Euro- 
pean Community (EC) agreed to 
devalue the Spanish peseta and 
the Portuguese escudo by six per 
cent Sunday to try to halt the 
battering of its exchange rate 
mechanism (ERM) by the curren- 
cy markets. 

The decision was announced in 
the early hours after more than 10 
hours of talks among top monet- 
ary officials from the, 12 EC 
states, called to Brussels for an 
emergency meeting after a fresh 
wave of speculative selling on the 
foreign exchanges. 

It is the second devaluation in 
just over two months for „che 
peseta. It went down five per cent 
on Sept. 17, the day after black 
Wednesday when the pound 
sterling and the Italian lira were 
forced out of the ERM currency 
grid. 

The EC monetary committee, 
which groups deputy central bank 
governors and treasury directors, 
took no action on the Irish punt 
or the Danish crown, both of 
which had also come under press- 
ure Friday. 

And it had nothing to say on 
Germany's interest rates, blamed 
by many for the tensions within 
the system. Asked as he left the 
meeting whether the German 
central bank planned to cut rates. 
Bundesbank Vice-President Hans 
Tietmeyer told reporters: 

“You can be sure that Ger- 
many will do what it feels is 
appropriate." 

The committee statement said 
that Spam would lift immediately 
exchange countrols imposed in 
the aftermath of the September 
crisis. 


In Madrid, the economy minis- 
try said in a statement that the 
aim of the realignment had been 
to make further changes unneces- 
sary when the lira returns to the 
ERM after dropping to a lower 
level in its free float. 

“I think the new exchange rate 
will gjve stability to the peseta 
and stimulate Spanish exports. In 
this way permit improvements in 
economic activity and employ- 
ment," Economy Minister Carlos 
Sokhaga said. 

Jose Bras, state secretary at the 
Portuguese treasury, said be ex- 
pected pressures in the ERM to 
die down after the realignment 
and saw no need for any further 
changes. 

“The pressures that existed in 
the system I think were dealt with 
by this movement," he told re- 
porters. 

He added that Portugal, which 
carries out a large proportion of 
its trade with Spain, had decided 
the escudo should follow the 
peseta downard after retaining its 
value during September's realign- 
ment. 

Asked why the meeting had 
taken so long, he said: 

“Because it is a very important 
matter. It has to do with currency 
relations and with monetary 
affairs of many, many currencies 
and many millions of people.” 

An Irish official told reporters 
that there had been no pressure 
for a devaluation of the punt at 
the meeting despite the selling 
Friday which prompted central 
bank intervention. 

The country has a general elec- 
tion next Wednesday and with 
the ruling Fianna Fail Party 


COMPANT'S NANS 


JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 

THE HOUSING BANK 

ARAB JORDAN INVESTMENT BANS 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 

imiOB BANK FOR SAVING fc INVESTMENT 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 

AMMAN HANK KIR INVKTMEWT/OLD 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SBCHFiriLS 

BUSINESS NANS ..... 

aoT blmal savings investment non .ikosihg 
X rtXri bank 1 11 

JORDAN INSURANCE 

JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 

UNIVERSAL INSURANCE 

ARAB LIFE A ACCTDENT IN5U.TANCE 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

LrVESTQR 5 POULTRY 

BKI TED MIDDLE EAST A COMMODORE HOTELS 

JORDAN MEDICAL CORPORATION 

HRCMINART EQUIP. RENTING A MAINTENANCE 

PETRA EATRP RISES L EQUIPMENTS LEAS IRC 

JORDAN CULT REAL ESTATE Jir.TSTMLNT 

JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADIAK CEBIER 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING & TRADING 

JORDAN DAIRY 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

ARAN PHARMACEUTICAL NAATUrA-JIUi ICC 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL 4 ACPI CULTURAL 

NATIONAL STEEL INDDSTRf 

DAR AL DANA DEVELOPMENT t INVESTMENT 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO -CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

THE JORDAN WORSTED MILLS 

JORDAN CLASS INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE NINES 

THE JORDAN PIPE* MANUFACTURING 

ARAB CENTER Pop PRAAM. A CHEMICALS 

NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

ALADDIN INDUSTRIES 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN UniUSTRJiS t W.H3V31HCO 

SPUMING S WEAVING 

JORDAN NOOP INDUSTRIES / JVICO 

NATIONAL CABLE ■> WIRE MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN EULPHO— CHEMICALS 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 
JORDAN ROC K WOOL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN PRECAST CONCRETE INDUSTRY 
UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 
ARAB INVESTMENT t mnATlONAL TRADE 
JORDAN TOBACCO S CIGARETTES 
JORDAN PETROLEUM RmiUUU 


TRADING PREV. OPENING CLOSING 
VOLUME CLOSING PRIGS PRICE 
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3.730 

3.100 

3.700 

. 17. *6.1 

3.380 

2.2*0 

2.3TC 

6. JOT 

3.450 

3.430 

3.430 

*.M* 

3.350 

3.350 

3.300 

53. 144 

3.470 

3. <90 

3.510 

05. 114 

3.080 

3.07C 

3.090 

2Q0.S40 

3.900 

3.970 

3.980 

<70.045 

1.750 

3.760 

1.7*0 


1.910 

1.990 

t.BBD 


4.390 

4.300 

4.370 

Sl.OSS 

3.360 

3.360 

J.73C 

19. 165 

5.610 

6.550 

5.550 


130.000 

139.000 

130. OuO 

l.-LV 

1.050 

2 .COG 

J . 350 

50,564 

3.330 

3.21C 

j.UO 

510 

1.940 

3.940 

2. 040 

9.040 

2.800 

3.600 

3.500 

J.240 

1.430 

1.440 

1.4 10 

11,4-1 

6.000 

6.103 

6.000 

9.45C 

1.370 

1.240 

:.26C 

j:2.S07 

3.510 

3.600 

2.570 

530 

G.290 

0.300 

3.25C 

16.J90 

1.350 

1.319 

1.343 

5'5 

3.150 

:.:4o 

:.i>o 

73 ,7*e 

0.990 

c.si: 

3.060 

its 

:.mqo 

1.76.9 

:.-;o 

370 

1.490 

1.460 

1.480 

4.L05 

2.530 

2.510 

3.531) 

313. 053 

30.050 

9.950 

50.000 

JSt.iJl 

7.050 

7.00C 

7.210 

354, 5B: 

C.449 

6.304 

5.390 

35.339 

6.100 

6.050 

6. 100 

35.039 

10.130 

10.130 

10. 150 

131.341 

4.150 

<100 

4.150 

33,430 

10.550 

I0.SSD 

10.657 

10,453 

0.800 

0.900 

0.900 

0,683 

4.000 

4.000 

4.049 

46.070 

3.430 

3. <00 

3.409 

334.131 

4.09D 

<009 

4.130 

3J,9o5 

0.940 

0.940 

9.920 

£.060 

B.OfiO 

6 .040 

6.C53 

1,950 

12.950 

13.000 

13.090 

136,713 

4.130 

4.100 

4.330 

5.405 

3. 7 JO 

2.730 

2. 700 

4.154 

1 . iOO 

l.JW 

3.260 

83.917 

3.450 

3.400 

3.400 

3,855 

3.530 

3.730 

J .710 

353.333 

■*.030 

7.090 

7.009 

210, 9B9 

4.740 

4.760 

4.510 

176,033 

1.420 

1.410 

1.400 

3,538 

7.300 

3.180 

2.190 

33.753 

0.550 

0.540 

9.540 

335,407 

5.530 

5.500 

5.590 

98.057 

3.070 

3.070 

3.100 

365 

35.260 

36.120 

26.520 

13.543 

8.330 

8.J20 

8.330 


GRAND TOTAL 


IS). OP TRADED SHAPES IB PARALLEL MAP /XT 5?9S0 

TRADING VOLUME IN THE PARALLEL MARKET . JI> ISIiai 



Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 




They’re Playing 
Wien rtre 

Shows: 

12:30 - 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 ' 
Thursdays & Fridays children 
shows at 11:00 *-m. 


' AH IAN 'THEA^y 251 * 


Nebil &-Hisham's 

AHLAN THEATRE 

Always something new in the Review: 

“Welcome New World Order” 

Dafiy, except for Mondays at 8*30 p.m. 
TeL: 625155 


trumpeting its strong punt policy 
in the campaign, a devaluation so 
dose to the vote would have been 
politically unacceptable. 

There were no changes in any 
other exchange rates, including 
the Danish crown which had been 
affected by the turmoil among 
Nordic currencies that caused 
Sweden to break its link between 
the crown and the ERM Thurs- 
day. 

Bui the Danish government 
said there was no reason to de- 
value the currency, which 
together with the French franc, 
the Dutch guilder and the Belgian 
and Luxembourg francs forms 
part of a “mark bloc" bound 
tightly to the German unit. 

The monetary committee stres- 
sed the importance of the con- 
vergence programmes which all 
EC states are following in prepa- 
ration for economic and monet- 
ary union under the EC's Maas- 
tricht treaty. 

It gave no indication of any 
doubt abont the Maastricht pro- 
cess and its goal of a single 
currency by the end of the cen- 
tury, despite the recent currency 
turmoil and the problems which 
Denmark, and Britain have had in 
ratifying the treaty. 

It said ‘Spain and Portugal 
would implement strictly all mea- 
sures to achieve their converg- 
ence programmes, which aim to 
bring economic performance into 
line with that of the strongest EC 
economies. 

And there was no suggestion 
that the tough economic converg- 
ence criteria should be relaxed in 
the face of the dramatic slow- 


down in EC economies that has 
prompted talk of a Community- 
wide growth plan. 

"Member states whose curren- 
cies are in the exchange rate 
mechanism will implement their 
economic and monetary policies 
in such a way as to improve their 
convergence on price stability 
and ensure the stability of their 
currencies within the parity grid," 
the statement said. 

Apart from the pound and the 
lira, only the Greek drachma is 
not in the ERM. 

The Bundesbank may respond 
to the devaluation of the Spanish 
peseta and Portuguese escudo 
with a slight cut in short-term 
interest rates but economists said 
Sunday they did not expect it to 
lower official rates. 

“I can imagine the Bundesbank 
will slightly reduce its short-term 
rates as a gesture of goodwill," 
said Michael Korn, economist at 
Swiss Bank Coip. “But It's bard 
to see a cut in official rates 
ooming any sooner as a result of 
this." 

Economists said the Bundes- 
bank could lower the rate of its 
weekly securities repurchase ten- 
der Wednesday to about 8.5 per 
cent of 8.6 per cent from g.75 per 
cent. 

It will keep its Lombard rate 
unchanged at 9.5 per cent and its 
discount rate at 8.25 per cent. 
Since the last ERM realignment 
in September, the Bundesbank 
has held its official rates steady 
despite several cuts in short-term 
rates. 

“The peseta and escudo have 


such a small weighting that even 
if die Bundesbank decides a 
change in policies would be 
appropriate, any change would 
be very, very small," said 
Richard Reid, economist at UBS 
Phillips Drew in Frankfurt. 

“All the Bundesbank's com- 
ments in recent weeks have made 
it dear that they must be very 
careful (with rate moves) because 
of domestic pressures,” he 
added. 

Bundesbank President Helmut 
Schlesinger said Friday that room 
to manoeuvre on rates was li- 
mited and the central bank would 
stick to the principle of a stability- 
oriented policy. 

Economists said the peseta and 
escudo together made up only six 
per cent of the ECs trade- 
weighted basket of currencies. 

“We're talking about secon- 
dary currencies. Mr. Korn said. 
“Neither is as important as the 
Italian lira or British pound." 

A similar weekend realignment 
in September, in which die lira 
was devalued by seven per cent, 
bad been accompanied by a state- 
ment from the EC that the Bun- 
desbank would lower its interest 
rates. 

That announcement was 
strongly criticised because it gave 
the appearance that the Bundes- 
bank, famous for its independ- 
ence, bad succumbed to political 
pressure to cut interest rates. 

Economists said the rate cut 
announcement in September had 
been doubly embarrassing for the 
Bundesbank since it was 
announced by politicians in Brus- 


sels. 

“That was a huge slap m the 
face for the Bundesbank," Mr. 
Korn said. “I can see modest 
easing in repo rates this time, but 
I can't see the Bundesbank re- 
sponding with an official rate cut. 
The Bundesbank does not want 
to be seen again as blackmailed." 

Many analysts had until recent- 
ly expected the Bundesbank to 
cut official rates at its final 1992 
meeting on Dec. 10. 

Because inflation and money 
supply growth remain uncomfort- 
ably high, most forecasts for a cut 
in official rates have since been 
revised to early 1993. 

“There will be no pressure on 
the Bundesbank to respond,” 
said Klaus Eisner, senior curren- 
cy trader at Deutsche Bank. 

Analysts said the Irish pound 
could come under heavy selling 
pressure on Monday. The Italian 
lira and Danish crown were also 
potential targets for currency spe- 
culators, analysts sad. 

In Bonn, German Finance 
Minister Theo Waigel welcomed 
the ERM realignment. 

“That the Spanish and Portu- 
guese governments have taking 
the opportunity of adjusting their 
exchange rates to intensify their 
efforts to reach monetary goals is 
to be welcomed," Mr. Waigel 
said in a statement issued Sun- 
day. 

“Monetary stability re main s 
for the (German) government the 
indisputable pre-condition for the 
further monetary and political 
integration in Europe," be 
pointed out. 
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Disney criticises California business climate 


ANAHEIM (R) — Walt Disney 
Co. Chairman Michael Eisner has 
sharply criticised the business cli- 
mate in California and said the 
state should adopt the attitude of 
countries like France and Japan 
that foster development. 

Mr. Eisner discussed the hur- 
dles that Disney feces in trying to 
build a second Theme Park in 
Anaheim, home of the original 
Disneyland. 

• Disney plans to build an 
Ocean -oriented Theme -Park in* 
Japan, adjacent to Tokyo Disney- 
land, Mr. Eisner saitL-lfc noted 
Disney originally sought to build 
such a park in the southern Cali- 
fornia port dty of Long Bead) 
but hit regulatory and environ- 
mental hurdles. 

Disney's expansion efforts in 


California now focus on a prop- 
osed $3 billion park called West- 
cot, to be built next to Disney- 
land. 

But after the recent release of 
an environmental impact study, it 
said the park might not be econo- 
mically feasible due to steep en- 
vironmental and infrastructure 
costs. 

“We are trying to succeed de- 
spite a California business climate 
that has gone from sunny to 
chilly.” Mr:- EisribY t s£S N in a 
speech to the World Affairs 
Council of ©range County. 

“The state does not have a 
coherent policy designed to 
attract and retain successful, 
economy-stimulating companies 
and industries. France and Japan, 
two countries Disney knows well. 
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have industrial policies which en- 
courage and promote certain in- 
dustries," he added. 

France is home to Euro Dis- 
neyland, operated and developed 
by Walt Disney Co.. The park is 
owned by Euro Disney SCA, 
which is 49 per cent owned by 
Disney. 

Euro Disney, which operates a 
Theme Park near Paris, last week 
reported a loss in its last financial 
year and said it did not expect to 
be profitable in the current year. 

Japan is home to Tokyo Dis- 
neyland, which is licensed by 
Disney and owned and operated 
by the Oriental Land Co. 

Mr. Eisner said the proposed 
Californian park would, have 
transformed “an unattractive, 
under-utilised industrial shoreline 
into an enchanting seaside resort. 
... but from the reaction we re- 
ceived from some quarters, you 
might have imagined we were 
proposing a toxic dump in the 
middle of Big Snr," be said, 
referring to a scenic stretch of the 
California coast. 

Disney is committed to invest- 
ing in projects that “promise a 
reasonable profit in the future," 


Mr. Eisner said. 

He cited French government 
efforts to make Euro Disneyland 
possible. France provided the 
park's 4,800 acre (1,940 hectare) 
site at agricultural prices, ex- 
tended the .Paris underground 
railway system to the part and 
paid for highway improvements. 

In return, he said, France has 
gained economically from the 
new park, in new jobs and addi- 
tional tourism and spending. 
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World News 


Tajiks probe reports of 
refugee camp massacre 


TASHKENT, Uzbekistan (R) — 
Tajikistan is investigating reports 
of a massacre at a refugee camp 
near the Central Asian republic's 
border with Afghanistan, a 
spokesman for the Tajik State 
Security Committee said Sunday. 

The spokesman, Sayit Omar 
Rajabov, said parliament had 
Ordered an investigation but he 
could not confirm when or if an 
attack on refugees had taken 
place. 

Mr. Rajabov said he had no 
information on casualties. 

“We have heard of the re- 
ported massacre but we have no 
official confirmation. Our office 
has started the investigation,'’ he 
told Reuters by telephone from 
the Tajik capital Dushanbe. 

A United Nations official in the 
region said thousands of refugees 
were stranded near the Tajik 
border with Afghanistan after 
fleeing the Shartuz district, where 
he said the massacre was alleged 
to have taken plaoe on Nov. 12. 

The independent Russian 
News Agency (NEGA), said 
Saturday that possibly as many as 


800 people had been killed or 
wounded in an attack by uniden- 
tified well-armed groups near the 
bender with Afghanistan. It did 
not say when the attack took 
place. 

Geldolph Evers, regional rep- 
resentative of the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), said he interviewed 
two refugees from the- area this 
week in the Uzbek town of Ter- 
mez, just across the border. 

. The refugees spoke of at least 
SO people killed, including chil- 


dren and pregnant women, in an 
attack by what they described as 
“armed bandits.” 

Mr. Evers, based in the Uzbek 
capital Tashkent, said the re- 
fugees could ■» not identify the 
attackers, who were equipped 
with a tank and heavy 
machineguns. 

They said they had walked for 
two days from Shartuz, a town of 
about 50,000 people. Thousands 
more fled by swimming across the 
Amu Darya River and got 
stranded near the border with 
Afghanistan, they told the 
UNHCR. 

The NEGA agency said the 
groups attacked self-defence un- 
its in the Shartuz district. 

“These formations literally 
swept aside the small, poorly 
armed posts and dealt harshly 
with refugees. According to some 
estimates, 800 people were killed 
or wounded,” it said. 

Russian border guard comman- 
ders in the area were not im- 
mediately available for comment 
on the reports. 

Tajikistan, an impoverished 
state, is riddled with regional, 
clan and ethnic rivalries. 

Most of the refugees in Shartuz 
came from the Kuigan-Tyube re- 
gion, scene of some of the fiercest 
fighting in recent months be- 
tween supporters and opponents 
of ousted President Rakhmon 
Nabiyev. 

The Tajik parliament, meeting 
for the past week in the northern 
city of Khojand, decided Satur- 
day to call for talks between 
leaders of rival armed groups 
which have been fighting a virtual 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


6 dead in U.S. storms 


BRANDON, Miss. (AP) — Tornado-like winds ripped through 
central Mississippi, killing at least six people and injuring many 
others, authorities and witnesses said. High winds Saturday night 
demolished trailers in a mobile home park in Brandon, where 
rescue workers used doors from the trailers as makeshift 
stretchers, said Charlie Wilkinson, Gvil Defence director for 
Rankin County. At least two people were killed there, witnesses 
said. “I saw two fatalities myself, a pregnant lady and a small 
child,” said Mike Wood. 36, who lives near the park. In 
Leesburg, a 35-year-old woman was killed, and a 10-year-old was 
killed in the town of Brandon, about . 24 kilometres east of 
Jackson, the state capital, said Rankin County supervisor Jack 
Dennis. 


Avalanche kills 7 in France 


VAL THORENS, France (AP) — Seven skiers were killed when 
they were swept away by an avalanche at this resort in the 
southern French Alps, police reported. Four of them died despite 
resuscitation efforts by rescue worker on the scene, police said. It 
was the first avalanche of the ski season, which began early this 
year with the arrival of heavy snows earlier this month. A 
makeshift chapel was set up in Notre- Dame- De- La- Vie, a small 
town near Val Tborens. Officials said the rqsort would be closed 
Sunday as a sign of mourning. 


Western Ukraine floods kill 17 


KIEV (R) — Floods in western Ukraine have killed 17 people and 
caused millions of dollars in damage to houses and roads, officials 
said Sunday. A civil defence duty officer said mountain rivers in 
Transcarpathia burst their banks last week, inundating areas 
around the regional centre of Uzhgorod, a city of about 110,000 
people. Bridges and electric power lines were damaged and farms 
flooded, but emergency services now have the situation under 
control. 


Democracy returns to Peru with vote 


LIMA, Peru (R) — Peruvians voted Sunday in congressional 
elections designed to restore constitutional rule suspended by 
President Alberto Fujimori in April. As the campaign wound 
down, police said they bad dealt a serious blow to the Maoist 
Shining Path guerrilla movement which planned a series of bomb 
attacks to try to disrupt the vote. Senior officers said the arrest of 
eight Shining Path guerrillas Thursday and at least three Saturday 
showed they were destroying the group’s military commar.. 4 
More than 100,000 police and troops were in the streets of L> 
and provincial cities Sunday in case of guerrilla attacks. 


Peace Corps volunteers in Russia 


MOSCOW (AP) — Robert Walker doesn’t fit the old stereotype 
of a Peace Corps volunteer, and tie’s not bashful about stating one 
. of his reasons for working in the former Soviet Union “Career 
-enhancement'’ Mr. Walker is among 100 experienced, market- 
wise volunteers who arrived Saturday in the Russian capital for a 
programme which marks the corps’ full-circle conversion from 
cold war ditch-digging to free market consulting. The volunteers 
.will undergo intensive language training for three months, then be 
deployed to five regions across Russia to work as consultants and 
-resident experts at fledgling small businesses and farms. The 
average age of the group is 41, about 10 years older than in the 
past. The volunteers work in financial analysis, small businesses 
management, corporate law and other fields — vocations to which 
-Peace Corp volunteers once might have aspired after their 
' service, not during it. “1 was on the yuppie trade,” said Walker, a 
“food distribution manager for the Dole Pineapple Go. in San 
- Francisco. He and his wife Kelly signed on to find “something a 
'tittle more fulfilling. “We’ve got the rest of lives to go 9-to-5.” 


Laotian president dies 


-BANGKOK (R) — Flags flew at half-mast in the Laotian capital 
■of Vientiane Sunday in memory of President Kaysone Phomvi- 
.hane, whose death marked the end of an era in a land largely 
-forgotten since its days as a Vietnam war sideshow. Despite Mr. 
• Kaysone 's dominance of Laotian politics since the Comm unis t 
Party he led assumed power in 1975, Western diplomats contacted 
'in Vientiane said they did not expect any dramatic changes as a 
result of his death. However, one diplomat said elections for a 
'new National Assembly, scheduled for Dec. 20, might be 
postponed to allow deliberation on the naming of a new 
president. Although Mr. Kaysone was known to have been ill. his 
death was unexpected and might have caught the leadership off 
guard, the diplomat said. There has been no offical indication of a 
replacement for 71-year-old Kaysone, who died of an unspecified 
illness Saturday morning according to Laotian state radio. 


dvil war since September. 

Parliament has taken a step 
towards ending the conflict by 
accepting the resignation of ex- 
President Nabiyev, a rallying fi- 
gure for former Communists 
opposed to the democratic and 
Muslim dominated coalition that 
has been ruling since May. 

But former Communists in the 
legislature asserted their will by 
electing as parliament Chairman 
Imamali Rakhmanov, from the 
southern town of Kulyab, the 
stronghold of the Communist re- 
bellion. 

Mr. Rakhmanov's election will 
not go down well with the Muslim 
activists in the loose coalition 
government which was forced to 
resign in mid-November after a 
series of setbacks against pro- 
Communist rebels. 

The new government, likely to 
be dominated by pro-Communist 
representatives from the south, 
will find it increasingly hard to 
rule the fragmented republic, 
especially the capital Dushanbe 
where anti-Communist feelings 
run high. 

Colonel Grigory Dorn in, head 
of a Russian tank batallion in 
Dushanbe, told Tajik journalists 
that more titan 3,000 gunmen 
loyal to Muslim leaders were now 
guarding the capital. 


fierce fighting rages m Karaftakh 


De Klerk 
under 


pressure 
to step 
aside 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — The 
South African government. 
undeT fire over damning accusa- 
tions about security force dirty 
tricks, is faring increasing press- 
ure- to make way for an interim 
elected administration, political 
leaders and analysts say. 

“There have now been suffi- 
cient crises for the government to 
lose status as a credible negotiat- 
ing partner. It now has to make 
way for an elected interim gov-, 
eminent with joint control over 
security forces,” Brian Currin, 
director of Lawyers for Human 
Rights told Reuters Sunday. 

Dealing the latest blow to re- 
formist President F. W. De Klerk, 
the chief of a secret army unit 
which is suspected of killing gov- 
ernment opponents, said he was 
told Mr. De Klerk pledged there 
would be no witch-hunt over 
security force dirty tricks. 

Joe Verster, head of the covert 
Civil Cooperation Bureau 
(CCB), told a closed inquest into, 
the murder of anti-apartheid 
activist David Webster, that a 
former head of the South African 
Defence Force told him the gov- 
ernment accepted everything the 
CCB did “was in good faith,’’ the 
Johannesburg Sunday Times re- 
ported. 

The allegation follows disclo- 
sures by Judge Richard Gold- 
stone, who heads a standing com- 
mission on political violence, that 
there was evidence senior milit- 
ary intelligence officers hired a 
twice-convicted murderer to dis- 
credit the black nationalist Afri- 
can National Congress (ANC). 

Tony Leon, the Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party spokesman on justice 
said there was circumstantial evi- 
dence that Mr. De Klerk was 
hostage to the military. 

“Elements within the security 
forces are either undermining foe 
government or acting in concert 
with the government according to 
a hidden agenda. Either option is 
dangerous. There is now an ur- 
gent need for a deal on an interim 
government,” Mr. Leon said. 

Rocky Williams, a military 
analyst said “securocrats” were 
bolding a gun to Mr. De Klerk's 
apartheid reforms. 

'The problem is that he (De 
Klerk) is in a process of transition 
and you do not cut off options 
when negotiating. He may need 
to fall back on their assistance 
and therefore has no alternative 
but to live with them,” Mr. Wil- 
liams said. 

Judge Goldstone asked for 
more powers and resources to 
investigate wrongdoing by all 
armed forces of the government, 
foe black opposition and pro- 
apartheid rightwing groups. Mr. 
De Klerk offered extra police 
investigators but said the commis- 
sion already bad sufficient legal 
powers. 

Signalling a tough line ahead of 
a government- ANC summit to be 
held soon, ANC President Nel- 
son Mandela has threatened to 
abandon democracy talks unless 
there was an agreement soon on a 
date for the installation of an 
all-race interim government. 



Abkhazian volunteers converse with each other as 
they rest on the first day of a 10-day ceasefire 


between Abkl 
(AFP photo). 


Meanwhile, fierce fighting 
swept across the disputed enclave 
of Nagorno-Karabakh at the 
weekend as Armenian and Azeri 
forces battled for control of 
r Jtegic areas, news agencies re- 


ported. 

Armenian units mounted a 
large-scale offensive in the north 
of the mountainous territory, 
where at least 2,500 people have 
been killed in almost five years of 
conflict, ITAR-TASS News 
Agency said Saturday. 

It quoted the Azeri Defence 
Minis Cry as saying they attacked 
the strategically-important vil- 
lages of Syrkhavent and Kicban 
in the north of the enclave, areas 
previously occupied by Azerbai- 
jan's national army. 

The ministry also said Arme- 
nian forces were being pushed 
back from positions just south of 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Nagorno-Karabakh, populated 
mostly by Armenians but under 
Azeri jurisdiction since 1923, is 
the scene of the bloodiest of the 


many territorial and ethnic con- 
flicts in foe volatile Transcau- 
casus and other parts of foe for- 
mer Soviet Union. 


TASS quoted Armenian 
sources as saying that after two 
days of fierce fighting around 
Syrkhavent and Kichan. Arme- 
nian “self-defence forces” made 
Azeri troops pull back to their 
initial positions. 


“The self-defence forces had 
eight killed and 10 wounded, 
while 30 Azeri soldiers were kil- 
led.” the report said. 


Azeri troops lannched an 
offensive from Azerbaijan's 
southern Fizuli district in the 
direction of Armenian border vil- 
lages Saturday night, but the 
attack was repelled, it said. 


Hundreds have been killed in 
fighting between Georgian gov- 
ernment and Abkhazian forces 
since August when the local par- 
liament voted for greater auton- 
omy. 


Typhoid reported in Bosnian towns 


SARAJEVO (Agencies ) — The 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) has confirmed cases of 
typhoid in foe western Bosnian 
town of Travnik where thousands 
of refugees are under threat from 
a Serb offensive, U.N. sources 
said Sunday. • 

Evidence of the highly infec- 
tious disease had also been found 
in Jajce, which has been captured 
by Serb forces, Zenica and 
Kakanj, the sources added. 

The extent of foe outbreak was 
not known but it will alarm aid 
workers trying to deal with a tide 
of displaced people driven from 
their homes in Bosnia by foe war, 
many of them now living in 
makeshift conditions. 

Muslim-controlled Sarajevo 
Radio made no mention Sunday 
morning of the military situation 
around Travnik where Serbs 
launched a major offensive Fri- 
day. 

It said three civilians and a 
soldier were killed in Serb shell- 
ing of foe northern town of Gra- 
dacac Saturday nighi. Other Mus- 
lim targets in central and north- 
ern Bosnia were also attacked. 

Radio messages from Srebreni- 
ca in the east said 70,000 resi- 
dents and refugees trapped by 
Serb forces were in danger of 
starvation and in urgent need of 
help. 

Attempts by U.N. relief agen- 
cies to reach the town have been 
blocked by the Serbs who are 
trying to starve it into surrender. 

In the Bosnian capital 
Sarajevo, there was sniper and 
maebinegun fire in the old town 
throughout the night and shelling 
of Muslim suburbs. 

The sustained Serb attack 


Travnik, which guards the route 
to Sarajevo, posed a new prob- 
lem for relief organisations 
already struggling to cope. 

Bosnian Radio reported a se- 
vere infantry attack Saturday 
near foe village of Turbe, five 
kilometres from Travnik, where 
the defenders are making their 
major stand in the belief that 
Travnik itself is indefensible. 

A 72-year-old refugee who 
came from Travnik to Vitez. 
where British U.N. troops are 
located, said the defenders were 
coming under strong pressure but 
holding their line dag in one 
kilometres outside Turbe. 

Bosnian President Alija Izetbe- 
govic told the U.N. Security 
Council the Serbs might be de- 
ploying ground-to-ground mis- 
siles in the area. 

Travnik, an ancient town sur- 
rounded by mountains, has been 
overrun by refugees, many of 
them starving and freezing out- 
side in the bitter cold for lack of 
accommodation. 

“They have nowhere else to 
go,” a senior relief official said. 
“Croatia’s capacity to take re- 
fugees is exhausted. If the worst 
came to the worst, these people 
would have no future.” 

The head of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
office in Split, Croatia, said: 
“Should there be a change in the 
front line (in the Travnik region) 
we’ll have another refugee shock 
to absorb.” 

The capture of Travnik would 
open the road to Sarajevo, which 
has been under constant Serb 
siege for seven months. 

In a bid to tighten foe embargo 
imposed to punish Serbia for 


fomenting the Bosnian war, 
NATO announced its -warships 
Sunday would begin stopping and 
searching ships entering Yugoslav 
territorial waters. 

Airborne radar and maritime 
patrol aircraft will assist the seven 
ships in coordination with forces 
of foe Western European union 
(WEU), another Defence 
alliance, NATO officials said in 
Naples, Italy. 

On the political front, leaders 
of five opposition parties com- 
plained that they bad been ex- 
cluded from decision-making in 
Sarajevo even though they repre- 
sent at least 25 per cent in Bos- 
nia’s voters. 

Bosnia's legislature has been 
suspended during the war, and 
foe five o pp o siti on parties are not 
represented on the seven- 
member collective presidency. 

The five leaders told a news 
conference they had urged the 
reopening of foe legislature and 
had asked for their parties to be 
represented at presidency meet- 
ings. The request was rejected, 
they said. 

In a related development, the 
organisers of an Islamic meeting 
on Bosnia-Herzegovina said 
Cyrus Vance and Lord David 
Owen, co-chairmen of the inter- 
national conference on former 
Yugoslavia, have been invited to 
attend. 

The foreign ministers of foe 
Organisation of Islamic Confer- 
ence’s member nations start their 
two-day conference in Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia, on Dec. 1. They 
are expected to press for interna- 
tional military intervention to 
halt foe Serbs' onslaught against 
Bosnia’s Muslims. 


Angolan rebels reject dialogue 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Angola’s National Union for Tot- 
al Independence of Angola (UN- 
IT A) opposition, which boycot- 
ted weekend national unity talks 
in Luanda, said Sunday that it 
favoured dialogue but not “with a 
noose around its neck.” 


UNITA’s voice of the resist- 
ance of the black Cockerel 

Radio, in the former rebel move- 
ment's first formal comment on 
the Saturday talks, denounced 
the Nov. 1 killing of two top 
UNIT A negotiators in clashes in 


the Angolan capital. 


“UNITA has always favoured 
and will always favour dialogue,” 
the radio said, quoting from a 
statement issued Saturday and 
signed by UNITA information 
secretary Jorge Alicerces. 
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Cambodia 
poll may 
proceed 
without 
Khmer 


OmOQI 


Ireland’s first 
condom shop. 


Rouge 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — - The 
U N Security Council will con- 
sider this week how to hold elec- 
tions in Cambodia without the 
Khmer Rouge and foe estimated 
15 per cent of foe population 
controlled by the radical guemlla 


group. , , , 

While official statements hold 
out an olive branch to the Party 


TASS said fighting bad abated 
in another Transcaucasian trou- 
ble spot, Georgia’s breakaway 
western region of Abkhazia. 

It quoted the Georgian military 
command in the region as saying 
that a temporary ceasefire accord 
was being observed around the 
Gumista River area to allow Rus- 
sian troops to withdraw from the 
regional capital Sukhumi. 

But in the Abkhazian region of , 
Ochamchira, one Georgian sol- 
dier was killed and seven wound- 
ed in a dash with separatists. 


of Democratic Kampuchea 
(Khmer Rouge), new council 
strategies point to isolating the 
guerrillas in the hope that they 
will not disrupt elections planned 
for May. . 

A Security Council resolution 
could open the way for economic 
sanctions against the Khmer 
Rouge. 

The Maoist Khmer Rouge, re- 
sponsible for the deaths of up to a 
million people when they were in 
power in foe mid-1970s, have 
refused to demobilise and disarm 
their men or give U.N. troops 
accpom to areas they control. 

They have also been blamed 
for firing on U.N. helicopters. 

France, Britain, Russia, China 
and foe United States have been 
working on a resolution that 
states elections will go ahead as 
planned and asks foe U.N. Tran- 
sitional Authority in Cambodia 
(UNTAC) to organise them once 
voter registration doses on Jan. 
31. 

The draft is currently under 
review by the five governments, 
permanent members of the 
Security Council, and may be 
revised further after Pelting, a 
key player in the peace process, 
contemplate its implications. 

It is expected to be presented 
to foe full Council later this week. 

Gone in the latest draft are 
earlier provisions giving the 
Khmer Rouge until foe last mo- 
ment to join the elections. 

“We are not saying they cannot 
join after Jan. 31 but by implica- 
tion that is what we are doing,” 
said one drafter. 

The document, according to 
envoys, also discards' any notion 
of by-elections to accommodate 
foe Khmer Rouge after the rest of 
the country has voted for dele- 
gates to a constituent assembly. 

But it calls for a separate pres- 
idential election, presumably to 
legitimise the status of Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk, foe only 
leader with a countrywide follow- ! 

mg. 

The threat of an economic 
embargo against the Khmer 
Rouge focuses on oil imports and 
timber exports in the hope that 
China, opposed to any sanctions 
on prindple. would agree to li- 
mited punishment, diplomats 
said. 

Western nations argue that oil 
is being used to fuel foe Khmer 
Rouge’s military machine , prohi- 
bited under the Paris peace pact 
of October 1991. 

The West says Cambodia's 
Supreme National Council on 
Sept. 23 forbade timber exports 
to try to preserve natural re- 
sources. 

To this end Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali will be asked to set 
up border checkpoints. But such 
an operation requires the coop- 
eration of Thailand, where 
businessmen and the military do a 
thriving business with the Khmer 
Rouge and are unlikely to curtail 
iL 

Nevertheless, a recent report 
by Dr. Ghali reflects disappoint- 
ment that the United Nations’ 
most comprehensive peace plan 
ever will only be partially fulfil- 
led. Provisions for a phased with- 
drawal of 15,000 U.N. troops 
have been delayed until after the 
elections. 


Relief agency says 11 population groups ‘endangered 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The medical relief group Doctors 
Without Borders has identified 
foe 11 minorities nationalities 
worldwide it considers most 
threatened by warfare and 
oppression. 

“Our intention is to highlight 
current upheavals,” said the 
group’s president. Dr. Rony 
Brawn an, “to bear witness to 
forgotten tragedies and reflect on 
the principles of humanitarian 
aid." 

“We hope that by arousing 
awareness and a desire to under- 
stand, we will also stir up indigna- 
tion and stimulate action," he 
said. 

In its Monday report. French- 
based relief agency singled out 10 
groups based on its experience in 
60 countries providing medical 
and humanitarian aid: 

— Azerbaijanis and Arme- 
nians in the Caucasus, where the 
two groups have been battling, 
since 1980 for control of 
Nagorno-Karabakh, an Arme- 
nian enclave within Azerbaijan. 


Some 400,000 Armenians and 

100.000 Azeris have fled the zone 
of conflict, in which the agency 
says thonsands have died. 

— Bosnians, besieged by Ser- 
bian and Croatian forces in “a 
deliberate strategy of terror 
against foe population, aimed at 
redesigning the ethnic map of the 
country,” said the agency, also 
known by its French acronym 
MSF. At least 24,000 have died 
throughout the foimer Yugoslav 
republics, including Croatia and 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

— Kurds spanning areas of 
northern Iraq, eastern Turkey, 
parts of Iran, Syria and foe Soviet 
Union. Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein’s government has razed 

4.000 Kurdish villages in recent 
years and organised the “dis- 
appearance” of 180,000 Iraqi 
Kurds, the agency said. The Un- 
ited States, Britain and France 
had to intervene to save Iraqi 
Kurds from a brutal crackdown 
by foe Iraqi army after the post- 
Gulf War Kurdish uprising failed. 

— Mozambicans, a fourth of 


whom — over 4 million people — 
rely on international food aid. 
Child mortality is the highest in 
the world, A third of the children 
die before age 5. In 15 years of 
civil war by the FREUMO and 
RENAMO rebel groups, a mil- 
lion people have died, MSF said. 


— Peruvians who have been 
canght between the Shining Path 
leftist rebellion and the govern- 
ment’s brutal attempt to sup- 
press it. Since 1980, at least 
25.000 people have been killed, 
mostly civilians. 

— Rohingyas, a Muslim group in 
Burma persecuted by the military 
government. Earlier this year 
more than 300,000 Rohingyas 
fled to neighbouring Bangladesh. 


— Sri Lankans caught between 
the Tamil uprising and the gov- 
ernment's campaign to suppress 
it. More than 50,000 Sri Lankans 
have died or disappeared, MSF 
sauLand nearly 1 million have 
become refugees or are homeless. 

— Ttoe soufo Sudanese, victims 
ot the government’s policy of 
withholding food from their re- 
gion in an attempt to starve out a 
southern rebellion. Several hun- 
dred thousand south Sudanese 
have died in 10 yeans of famines, 
MSF said. 


— Somalis. Four million of the 
7 million Somalis are in urgent 
need of food and half of them are 
dying of starvation, MSF said. An 
estimated 500 children die daily. 
A rebellion to oust the former 
dictator degenerated into anarchy 
as warlords of dans turned on 
each other. 


_ “ - . Ta ^ re ^. a million of whom 
wander the Sahara Desert among 
five countries: Mali, Niger, 
Algeria, Burkina Faso and Libya. 
Two years of clashes between foe 
Tuaregs and black populations 
have made 100,000 Tukregs^ 
%***■. 9n» fourth of Tlireg 
^dren die before age 5, MSF 
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DUBLIN (AP) — fa, 
condom shop opeae^S^ 
fa kin g advantage of“ 
islation which lifted 
on sales. Condom Paw 
fin's funky Temple. 'Baf 
done about 12 Info pc 
worth of business', h 
hour, said owner Jaa 
“We’re frying to make 
idea is keep it dean 
said Mis. Power, _a w v 
mother of two. She 
opened the shop, «£££ - ~ 

200 varieties of coudco 
ciple. “Fve wanted tot - 
time ago. so as six - 
legislation was change* 
into it,” Mrs. Power 
amendment tothe Fk 
ning Act earlier this ye ■ * 

condoms to be sold fe- 

lets. Previously, they, 
available froth efeoesi 


condoms must be atlet 
old, if they're single & 
married. 


Madonna’s bo> 
banned in IreB 


DUBLIN (AP) — V 
book “Sex” has bees ; 
Ireland a month after- 
sale. Several hundred 
the pop star’s com# ' 
tune book were snappg 
it became available ir - 
capital. But the ceason 
chaired by Irish ch 
Judge Diannuid Sfe- 
tided Friday that.'og 
should not be sokL Pre 
tion, the British Natl 
Agency, said booksdk 
tin indicated Satxmti 
appeal against the & 
unlikely. It quote am 
fied bookseller as say 
was a nine-day wont): 
first came to. DubEg 
book was always unSa 
much of an imps*: - 
crowded Christmas^ - 
don't think its bannngs • 
great affect on the 
cy. Not too many fe- 
sfaed.” '-1 
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Wyman divore 
hearing adjow 


LONDON (AP) — A", 
hearing on the dfcpitb 
settlement betwetS 
Stones guitarist Bill W 
his ex-wife Maudy 1 
joumed Friday. Mr, M 
his wife of less than-' 
were divorced in May 
have failed to agree 
terms of their settlem 
Miss Smith, 22, and Mi 
56, were in court for tb " 
of the private hearing, 
ing was scheduled t< 
Monday. The couple- 
she was just 13. They*- 
June 1989. 


Prostitutes pro 
at plan to curb 
crawlers 


AMSTERDAM (R)";. 
rules and pimps demos- 
public in the Dutch ten? 
ningen to protest at cop k 
to curb street prostitatk ; 
ing clients’ car regattai 
bers. “They say their di 
slumped,” a council \ 
said. About 50 brotfa 
and prostitutes handed 

tion to the mayor _sa>^ 

although their business^ 
involve street prostituO. 
been hit by the plan 
by the authorities last u 
aim is to discourage kert.. 
by finding addresses 'ft-: 
registration numbers anV 
to them. But prostitutes 
were now afraid to go s 
near Groningen's Tedtigl. 
for fear of receiving.' Ft 
home later. Voluntary^ 
tion is legal in the ^ 
but soliciting on tbe -J ■ 
banned. ‘..3 
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Pakistan arresb 
seven Qataris H 
hunting bustard 


KARACHI (R) — f 
widllife officials have- ; 
seven Qatari nationals n 
ing rare falcons to-®, 
tected Houbara bustan 
southern Sind province, 
said Friday. These Vfefe- 
reported arrests of 
bustard-buntin g, a s pofE 
among viators from Art 
tries but now banned^ 
said. The wildlife offifl* 
voted five rare 
remains of several to** 
endangered bird tlottW 
. Pakistan from 
winter. Another 
escaped, the officials/® 
huntsmen face two $P?g 
onment and a fine 
million rupees ($80#W 
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